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The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 1st March 2010 at St Erme Village Hall
Those present:

Cllr Trethewey (Chairman), Cllr Light (Vice-Chairman), Cllr Quee, Cllr Bunt, Cllr Jones, Cllr Booker and Cllr Eathorne –Gibbons (County Councillor)
In attendance: 
Mrs S Trethewey (Clerk), PC Hargreaves and 4 members of the public

230/09 To accept apologies:
There were no apologies
231/09 Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda
       a) Councillors to disclose any declarations of interests on any agenda items
Cllr Bunt declared a personal and prejudicial interest on the following agenda item:
5) Planning:

a)  To consider any planning applications received up to the date of the meeting:-

     PA30/1900/09/M, Wainhomes (Sw) Holdings Ltd, Trispen Hill, Trispen, Truro 

     Construction of 60 dwelling houses and associated works 

Cllr Light declared a personal and prejudicial interest on the following agenda item:
5) Planning:

     PA30/0093/10/R, Mr M & Dr Gray, Egloserme Farm, Egloserme St Erme

     Convert open fronted outbuilding to workshop & construct new agricultural style garage & garden/potting shed, 

     formation of hardstanding parking area for two vehicles for existing farmhouse

     LB30/0094/10/R, Mr M & Dr Gray, Egloserme Farm Egloserme, St Erme

     Convert open fronted outbuilding to workshop and construct new agricultural style garage & garden/potting shed

Cllr Booker declared a personal and prejudicial interest on the following agenda item:

5) Planning:

     PA30/0130/10/B, Mr & Mrs P Perryman, Polisken Farm, Trispen, Truro

     Retention and alteration of building for agricultural purposes

Cllr Trethewey declared a personal and prejudicial interest on the following agenda item:

12)  To receive an update from the St Erme Playing Field Trust regarding the grant for the new Community/Sports Centre
Cllrs’ signed the declaration of interest file.
       b) Councillors to disclose declarations of any gifts over £25.00
There were no gifts over the value of £25.00 declared.

The chairman suspended Standing Orders
Public Participation (15 minutes)

The public are given 15 minutes to discuss any item on the agenda or any other matter, after this period the members of the public may stay at the meeting but will not be able to comment or participate.  Any member of the council who will be declaring a prejudicial interest on any business to be transacted in the meeting, has the same rights as members of the public to speak on this issue, the member will then be required to leave the room before the main discussion and vote as paragraph 12(2) of the Code of Conduct adopted by the council.
Cllr Bunt stated that she had declared an interest in the Wainhomes Planning Application (PA30/1900/09/M) and that she was speaking as a member of the public and not as a Councillor. Cllr Bunt stated that she felt the application would be overbearing, with a loss of privacy and sunlight to existing properties. The proposed site was a Green Filed site; she had concerns over the visibility of the proposed entrance and that the application would affect the character of the village.

Cllr Bunt then left the room

A member of the public stated that he had concerns over the access and the increase of traffic along Chapel Lane and the junction at Trevella Lane. There will be parking problems and a potential flood risk. He stated that he believed there would be an increased risk of flooding at Trevella Lane.
The chairman of the Residents Association stated that they felt the development would be overbearing and out of place. There are strong concerns over the parking provision. She also stated that the other concerns that the Residents Association had; had already been made tonight.

PC Hargreaves joined the meeting

A member of the public stated that the developer had stated that they would address issues such as withdrawing a footpath behind the shop and turn a property around to help with overbearing, but she still had concerns and was against the application.

A member of the public stated that areas are over run with cats, which are ripping refuse bins open, and it seemed to be an increasing problem.

The chairman stated that the council had noted that rubbish bags were being ripped open causing a mess. He said that it was difficult and that they could only advise people not to put their rubbish out before 7.00pm the day before collection and if the rubbish is put out earlier they would be liable for Fly-Tipping. Cats and Rodents still have an opportunity to rip open the bags overnight. He stated that the council would put an article in the Village Voice regarding this problem.
Cllr Bunt rejoined the meeting

The chairman resumed Standing Orders
232/09 To receive and approve the minutes previously circulated for meeting held on Monday 1st February 2010 
The minutes previously circulated were agreed and it was 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 1st February 2010 be approved as a true record and were duly signed
233/09 To receive Police Report
PC Hargreaves reported that there had been 6 crimes, 2 of which were for anti-social behavior; during the last month.

PC Hargreaves said that he would ask his Sergeant to attend the councils Annual Parish Meeting on 15th March 2010, if not he will try to be there.
The chairman thanked PC Hargreaves who then left the meeting
234/09 Planning:
Cllr Bunt had declared a personal and prejudicial interest on the next item and left the room

a)  To consider any planning applications received up to the date of the meeting:-
     PA30/1900/09/M, Wainhomes (Sw) Holdings Ltd, Trispen Hill, Trispen, Truro 
     Construction of 60 dwelling houses and associated works 
Members of the council discussed this application and it was resolved to refuse the application for the following reasons and to ask for a site visit:
· Although Wainhomes has increased the number of 3 / 4 bedroom properties in the application we feel that the proposed development still does not address the needs of the parish, as highlighted in St Erme Parish Plan. The parish as it is now has 70% of the properties being 1 / 2 bedroom properties. The proposed development is split by 30 of the properties being 3 / 4 bedroom and 30 are 1 / 2 bedroom, across the whole development. (If this development goes ahead there will still be 70% of the properties being 1 / 2 bedrooms and only 30% being 3 / 4 bedrooms in the parish). 

This development will increase the number of properties in the parish by approximately 12%, which in context is a large development for a rural parish. It is important that we get the correct balance and mix for the community as a whole and not just for this development.

We feel that this development does not readdress the balance of properties needed for the sustainability of the community and the school. We feel that there should be a higher proportion of family sized properties to address the needs of the Parish, as highlighted in the Parish Plan.

We understand that the needs of this parish are different to the majority of rural parishes. Mr Phil Mason recently stated at a Cornwall Association of Local Council’s meeting that Parish Plans need to be looked at for Material Considerations to address each parish’s individual needs, especially during this time when the current Carrick District Wide Local Plan is out dated.

This application would be contrary to Policy 8, Policy 9 and Policy 26 of the Cornwall Structure Plan 2004.

And

The Balancing Housing Markets 2008 (BHM1) 

Which states 

‘schemes for residential development should include an appropriate mix and range of dwelling types, tenures and size and densities in appropriate locations to meet the needs of the community’  

· We have concerns with the ridge height and the Visual Impact of the development on the approach road from the north.

· We understand that the allocated parking is slightly above the 1.5 requirement, but the parking needs to be addressed to accommodate the loss of existing parking, at Trispen Hill; where the proposed entrance will be. The properties that currently park here have double yellow lines outside of their properties and do not have any alternative parking. This could be addressed by designated parking in the visitors parking area in the proposed development. These would need to be allocated and licensed to the properties of Trispen Hill, which could have locked bollards to ensure their parking?

· We have strong concerns over the soak-a-ways that are in the communal parking bays on site. Wainhomes agreed that these soak-a-ways would need to be regularly maintained. If not the properties at Trispen Hill could be liable to flooding. A Management Scheme would need to be put in place to ensure that these areas are regularly maintained, this would need to be managed by a local company or authority.

· There are concerns over the current infrastructure, although we are aware that South West Water has replied with no objections to date. We are very surprised at this response as we know there have been problems with sewage in the past.

The BT network is also stretched, with a very limited Broadband Service if at all. Will these services be upgraded?

· The Public Footpath that runs along side the Post Office, which is owned by the Duchy, is a public right of way. We assume this pedestrian access would be well used and would need to be upgraded to an adoptable standard, and street lighting incorporated for the safety and security of its users. We also have concerns that cars will drive up this footpath and possibly use it for parking or unloading etc.

· Consultation with the Education Authority/ Highways should take place, to make sure that there is a safe route to school with a pedestrian crossing and an appropriate pick up point for the Penair Bus. This bus currently picks the children up from Chapel Lane and Eglos Road. The nearest bus stop to the development is Chapel Lane; this Bus Stop is on a busy road, where there aren’t pavements, an increase in children catching this bus will mean them standing in the road. This would not be acceptable.

· The council felt that due to the high demand for Open Market 3 and 4 bed roomed properties in the parish, it should be stipulated in the 106 agreement for these properties to be marketed to local people for 2/3 months first.

· If the development gets approval arrangements need to be made for construction traffic and parking. Parking is a problem at Trispen Hill, and construction parking must not be allowed to park in the village. Alternative parking must be arranged prior to development commencing and a Management Plan should be put in place via the local authority regarding parking, vehicular movements from site, hours of work and provisions for reducing the dust element. Parking will also need to be arranged for the residents at Trispen Hill that currently park at the proposed entrance site.

· Although there will be an allocation of money towards Open Space, Education and Waste there is no mention of any contribution to the community, this development will increase the parish by 12%.

· We also note that the proposal does not consist of any renewables, such as Photo-voltaic and Ground Source Heat Pumps. Panel Heaters are expensive to run!

· The plans that are with the application do not show the shop extension, this needs to be looked at in relation to the gable end property behind Spindle Cottage. Wainhomes mentioned that they could turn this property around?

We would like to request that this application goes to committee and that there is a site visit, by Cornwall Council Planning members and the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the parish council prior to determination.
Cllr Bunt rejoined the meeting

Cllr Booker had declared a personal and prejudicial interest on the next item and left the room
     PA30/0130/10/B, Mr & Mrs P Perryman, Polisken Farm, Trispen, Truro
     Retention and alteration of building for agricultural purposes
The council discussed this application and it was resolved to refuse this application for the following reasons:

· The current agricultural buildings and storage that is on site is adequate for the use that the applicant is proposing. The existing buildings served a farm of 34 acres previously and with more livestock than is proposed. The current agricultural buildings can be used for the purpose that the applicant is requesting

· The proposed building is too large to justify its use and we feel that it would be overdevelopment of the site

· We feel that the new application has very little change to justify a different decision to be made, from the applications that have previously been refused (PA30/1384/08B & PA30/0309/9/B)

· The barn and hard standing in this application already has an enforcement notice, for its removal. The minor changes to this application do not address the reasons for refusal in the past and therefore should not be given permission.

· We request that Cornwall Council do not except any further applications from the applicant that have not addressed past refusal reasons.

Cllr Booker rejoined the meeting
Cllr Light had declared a personal and prejudicial interest on the next item and left the room.
     PA30/0093/10/R, Mr M & Dr Gray, Egloserme Farm, Egloserme St Erme

     Convert open fronted outbuilding to workshop & construct new agricultural style garage & garden/potting
     shed, 
     formation of hardstanding parking area for two vehicles for existing farmhouse

     LB30/0094/10/R, Mr M & Dr Gray, Egloserme Farm Egloserme, St Erme

     Convert open fronted outbuilding to workshop and construct new agricultural style garage & garden/potting
     Shed
These applications were discussed and it was resolved to support the application with the following recommendation:

· That the garages remain tied to Egloserme Farmhouse and are not able to be used for commercial use.
Cllr Light rejoined the meeting

b)  Update on planning issues:
· To update on the outstanding Enforcement Notices on land at Polisken Farm
Cornwall Council is now taking action on the unlawful barn at the premises.
· To update on the Truthan Windfarm application 
Cornwall Council is seeking a Noise Assessment from an outside body, and is hoping to go to committee in April/May
235/09 Councillors to discuss any matters with County Councillor if present
Cllr Eathorne-Gibbons stated that there has been talk regarding the Next Generation Access for Broadband, this will be a major project and a decision will be made in May; to roll out Broadband across the country. He stated that he will support and push for better Broadband for St Erme.
236/09 Clerks Update and Report 
The clerk reported on the following:

· The next meeting of St Erme Cricket Club will be on 3rd March 2010 – Cllr Light agreed to attend as the councils representative.
· Cornwall Council had informed us of the new cutting regimes for the Footpaths for 2010/2011

· The next Open Surgery will be on 20th March 2010 – Cllr Quee agreed to attend this.

· Members were informed of all correspondences received.
237/09  a) Accounts: 
           Cheques signed during the month as agreed:

           Chq No 920: Young People Cornwall = £450.00

           Chq No 921 & 922: Gross Salaries = £992.98
           Cheques to be agreed and signed:

            Chq No 923: Mrs S Trethewey Expenses (Home Allow £5.00 + Bin Bags 5.99 + Stamps £23.40) = £34.39
           Chq No 924: St Erme Village Hall (Hall Hire 04.01.10 & 14.01.10) = £12.00
           Chq No 925: St Erme Village Hall (Hall Hire – Youth Club (22.01.10 & 29.01.10) = £12.00
           Chq No 926: Cornwall Association of Local Councils (attendance at Annual Conference) = £141.00

           Chq No 927: Young People Cornwall (Youth Worker) = £450.00

The above accounts were agreed and it was 

RESOLVED for Cllr Quee and Cllr Bunt to sign the cheques and witnessed by Cllr Light
        b) Clerk to update on Bank Reconciliations and Budget Sheets 2009/2010 
Members had received copies of the Budget and Bank Reconciliation and there were no questions

238/09  To receive and agree on requests for Grant Aid from the following:

· St Erme and Trispen Silver Circle (£68.06 to purchase new mugs)
It was RESOLVED to grant the sum of £68.06 to the St Erme Silver Circle for new mugs

· St Erme & Trispen Toddler Group (£290.00 towards the cost of their Annual Insurance)
It was RESOLVED to grant £290.00 to the St Erme Toddler Group towards their Annual Insurance costs
239/09 To resolve to purchase the updated version of the NALC 2010 Standing Orders at a cost of £35.00
This item was discussed and it was 

RESOLVED to purchase the updated version of the NALC Standing Orders at a cost of £35.00
240/09 To discuss and agree to write to the Governing Body of the School, regarding the council having a
           representative on the board
This item was discussed and it was felt that if the council could go back on the schools governing body as a representative, so we could work more closely together for the benefit of the school and community. It was therefore 

RESOLVED to write to the St Erme with Trispen CP Schools Governing Body asking if they could include the council on their constitution as a representative on the board.
241/09 To receive an update from the St Erme Playing Field Trust regarding the grant for the new 
           Community/Sports Centre
Cllr Trethewey had declared a personal and prejudicial interest on this item and left the room.

The St Erme Playing Field Trust had sent a report on their finances for the Community Centre; they did not require any further funding at this time. They are still having problems with the roof leaking and this was holding them up; to get the ceilings and floor down in the main hall.
It was agreed to write to the secretary and request more notice of their meeting to allow the parish council representatives to attend.
242/09 To update and agree a Speaker and Refreshments for the Annual Parish Meeting on 15th March 2010
The Clerk had been notified that Rob Andrew will be attending from Cornwall Council’s Localism Department. Mrs Peters had agreed to make the refreshments and Cllr Quee and the Clerk will serve them.
243/09 To agree the purchase of Office Stationary, Street Cleaning equipment and Floor Paint
It was RESLOVED for the clerk to purchase two boxes of A4 paper, two pairs of gloves for Street Cleaning and another tin of Floor Paint for the Bus Shelters.

244/09 To review the following documents:

· The Council’s Standing Orders
This item was discussed and it was decided that there were no items that needed amending and that the council will review the Standing Orders after receipt of the new version of Standing Orders as per Minute No 239/09
· The Council’s Financial Regulations
The council discussed the Financial Regulations and there were no amendments required at this time, these will be reviewed again if the new version of the Standing Orders requires them to be changed.
245/09 Councillors to update on any meetings attended as representatives:
· CALC Annual Conference & AGM (Cllr Jones & Cllr Jones) 
Members attended the conference which the y enjoyed and found beneficial. CALC were going to try to encourage more councils to subscribe.
· St Erme Youth Project (Cllr Trethewey & Cllr Light)

· To discuss and decide a financial contribution towards the Play Pathfinder Grant for the cost of the continuation of the Youth Project for June 2010 – May 2011
The Clerk reported that the council and the Youth Project, with the help from Young People Cornwall had been successful in receiving a grant from Play Pathfinder of £4431.00 which will pay for the Youth Worker for the next financial year. The council therefore 

RESOLVED to set aside match funding of £500.00 as requested by the funder to support the project through the next financial year.
246/09 To decide items for the next issue of the Village Voice
Cllr Quee agreed to write up the report of this meeting.
247/09 To put forward any agenda items for the next meeting
The following items were agreed:
· To discuss the possibility of Grit Bins for the parish

· The St Erme Toddler Group
248/09 To agree the date and time of the next meeting to be held on Monday 15th March 2010 (Annual Parish
           Meeting) and Monday 12th April 2010 St Erme Village Hall at 7.30pm 
The above dates and times were agreed

SIGNED                                      CHAIRMAN                                       DATED
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