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The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 1st June 2009 at St Erme Village Hall
Those Present:

Cllr Trethewey, Cllr Quee, Cllr Bunt, Cllr Light and Des Mennear (County Councillor)

Those present:

Mrs Sally Trethewey (clerk) and 24 members of the public
43/09 To accept apologies
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Jones (Holiday) and PC Hargreaves
44/09 Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda

       a) Councillors to disclose any declarations of interests on any agenda items
Cllr Trethewey declared a personal and prejudicial interest on the following agenda items:

4) a) To consider any planning applications received up to the date of the meeting:-

        EA30/0377/09/M, Coronation Power, Land at Truthan Barton, St Erme, Truro
10) To update and discuss loan arrangements for borrowing £80,000 for the Sports/Community
     Centre
Cllr Bunt, Cllr Quee and Cllr Light declared a personal interest on agenda item:

4) a) To consider any planning applications received up to the date of the meeting:-

        EA30/0377/09/M, Coronation Power, Land at Truthan Barton, St Erme, Truro
All councillors signed the declaration of interest book.
       b) Councillors to disclose declarations of any gifts over £25.00
There were no gifts over the value of £25.00 declared

The chairman suspended Standing Orders
Public Participation (30minutes)

The public are given 30 minutes to discuss any item on the agenda or any other matter, after this period the members of the public may stay at the meeting but will not be able to comment or participate. 

Any member of the council who will be declaring a prejudicial interest on any business to be transacted in the meeting, has the same rights as members of the public to speak on this issue, the member will then be required to leave the room before the main discussion and vote as paragraph 12(2) of the Code of Conduct adopted by the council.
The chairman welcomed the members of the public present.

The chairman of 2Big 2Close stated that a lot was said at the recent public meeting regarding the Truthan Windfarm application, it showed the level of public feeling and opposition to the application.

He thanked the parish council for taking the time to look at the application thoroughly. He stated that he understood that members of the council had visited a similar Windfarm in Norfolk and pointed out that what looks alright on flat land may not look right on a hillside. He stated that noise is a very technical subject, and is effected by wind conditions, is different day and night, people hear differently and it is unpredictable on what you may hear. There are the reasons that conditions have been put in place in certain areas in other countries, as a safe guard.
Another member of the public thanked the council for their conscientious approach to the application.

A member of the public stated that they felt unhappy with Coronation Power, who he felt had alienated local people by their lack of consultation and for not turning up at the public meeting and open sessions as requested by the council. He said there is a lot that they could do for the community.

Another member of the public stated that one of the Directors of Coronation Power had made his feelings known when he stated on the local radio saying ‘He did not feel that there was anything special with the landscape at St Erme’
Cllr Mennear stated that he was unable to comment on the application as it would class as pre-determination, if he was re-elected onto the Cornwall Council. He said that he was annoyed at Coronation Power and the Planning Officer for not attending the council’s events regarding this issue. He also said that he would make sure the decision goes to the Full Planning Committee if re-elected.

A member of the public asked what the members felt when they visited the Windfarm in Norfolk. Cllr Quee stated that they had visions of monstrous machines making noises like stated at the recent public meeting. However they had spent two days in very different weather conditions and were very surprised at how quiet they were. They could be heard when they were directly underneath them, but could not be heard when they were about 500m away; the smaller turbines at Swaffham however where much noisier. Cllr Quee stated that they felt no vibration and spoke with residents in the village which was about the same distance, that Trispen Village is to the proposed Truthan site. The local residents that they spoke with stated that they had no issues with noise or vibration. Cllr Quee stated that they did experience some ‘flicker’ from the blades when the sun was behind them. She also stated that the council where aware that the landscape in Norfolk was completely different to the landscape proposed for the Truthan site and would have to take this into account.
The majority of the residents at Norfolk stated that they ignored the turbines now and were used to them. Some members of the community stated that a trust had been set up with £10,000 given by the energy company annually for the community. However there were comments made that they did not receive any direct benefit from the Windfarm. Cllr Quee explained that there was a new proposal for more wind turbines which will be closer to the properties in Norfolk and the local community and parish council will be objecting to these as they feel that they have had their share. Cllr Quee stated that she had found no evidence that house prices were affected and had spoken to members of the community and local estate agents.

A member of the public asked how many turbines were there at this site, Cllr Quee responded informing the member of the public that there were 8 turbines and they were 125m tall to the tip.
The chairman of 2Big 2Close said that on You Tube there is a presentation that states differently, in a different area people may feel differently.

A member of the public stated that the proposed site will have a noise of between 88 – 100dps; Cllr Quee said that the members of the council were not noise experts and could only comment on what they heard.

Cllr Quee stated that the setting in Norfolk was completely different as it was a dis-used airfield and there were trees between the site and the village.

A member of the public asked if there was any background noise at night, Cllr Quee responded that the parish council and residents stated that there was not any noise.

A member of the public asked if there were any other Windfarms visible, Cllr Quee stated that there was one approximately 3 miles away where there was a block of 8 and 2.

A member of the public stated that residents are not going to admit that there is a noise or vibration due to their house prices.
The landowner apologised for Coronation Power for not attending the meeting and went on to say that all website bloggs show good and bad points depending on whether it is supported or not. He said that he had spoken to people that live near Bear Downs windfarm who stated that there was not any problem with it.
A resident asked if the Local Autistic Home was aware of the application as it could have an effect on their residents, the council confirmed that they had been notified and that the council had not heard anything from Spectrum who run the home.

A member of the public stated that the residents who live near the windfarm in Norfolk were perhaps happier to have the turbines rather than an airfield. Cllr Quee stated that this airfield had not been used for years.

There were no more questions, the chairman thank everyone and RESUMED STANDING ORDERS

45/09 To receive and approve the minutes previously circulated for the annual meeting held on
         Monday 11th May 2009 and the public meeting held on Thursday 14th May 2009 
The minutes were agreed with the following amendment to Minute No23/09: Cllr Jones was elected as the representative to the St Erme Village Hall Committee and not Cllr Trethewey, it was then
RESOLVED that the minutes of the annual meeting held on Monday 11th May 2009 be approved with the above amendment, as a true record and duly signed.
46/09a) To consider any planning applications received up to the date of the meeting:-

            EA30/0377/09/M, Coronation Power, Land at Truthan Barton, St Erme, Truro

            Construction of 7no. Wind Farm generators (120m to tip) and ancillary development
            comprising crane hard standings, control building and electricity substation, tempory
            construction compound, underground cables, site access tracks and a 79m high permanent 
            anemometer mast 
Cllr Trethewey had declared a personal and prejudicial interest on this item and left the room.

Cllr Bunt, Cllr Light and Cllr Quee had declared a personal interest on this item.

Cllr Light as Vice-Chairman took the chair.

This item was discussed by the members and Cllr Bunt proposed and Cllr Light seconded with all in favour and it was 

RESOLVED to REFUSE the application on the following grounds:

· VISUAL IMPACT – The council feel that the proposed wind turbines by reason of their size and sighting would have a significant adverse impact on the character and setting of the landscape and village settlement, which would be contrary to Policy 3A, 13B and 3D of the Carrick District Wide Local Plan 1998 and Policy 2 of the Cornwall Structure Plan 2004

· OVERBEARING – The proposed wind turbines are too close to residential dwellings and would have an unacceptable overbearing impact harming the recreational amenities (St Erme Cricket Ground) and residential amenities of the occupiers of the properties which would be contrary of Policy 13B of the Carrick District Wide Local Plan 1998.

· LISTED BUILDING - The proposed wind turbines due to their height and scale would have a significant adverse impact upon the setting of a number of Listed Buildings in the immediate area of the proposed site. The Listed Buildings that would be significantly effected are as follows: Gatehouse to Trevella (LBS Uid 63629), Killiserth Farmhouse and Farm Buildings (LBS Uid 63922 & 63923), Trevella (LBS Uid 63926), Truthan House, Well and Paving (LBS Uid 63941 & 63942), Gate Piers at Truthan House (LBS Uid 63943) and Truthan Cottage and Annexe (LBS Uid 63944): all these properties are Grade 2 Listed, some of which are only 600-700m from the proposed turbines. 
This would be contrary to Policy 4D of the Carrick District Wide Local Plan 1998.
· CUMULATIVE IMPACT – The proposed turbines will cause an unreasonable proliferation of turbines on the landscape, the wind farms at Carland, Four Burrows, and the proposed Truthan site can all be seen from the village setting. These and the following wind farms can be seen from the A30; Roskrow, Bears Down and St Breock. Consideration also needs to be taken into account on the recent appeal submitted by Scottish Power for the Carland Cross site (Ref: APP/D0840/A/09/2103026/NFW). This would be contrary to Policy 7 of the Cornwall Structure Plan 2004 and Policy 13B (v) Carrick District Wide Local Plan 1998

· SHADDOW FLICKER – The proposed turbines will cause shadow flicker, which could have an adverse impact and cause danger to motorists travelling on the A39. There will be one turbine 120m from both sides of the A39. The shadow flicker will also affect properties north of the site causing an adverse impact on the residential amenity. This would be contrary to Policy 13C (iii) of the Carrick District Wide Local Plan 1998

· NOISE – The noise of the turbines due to the proximity to residential dwellings would cause a significant adverse effect on residents and a significant adverse effect on the recreational amenity. This would be contrary to Policy 13B (iii) of Carrick District Wide Local Plan 1998. We note that the Noise Assessments were all carried out on working farms, where there is always a high background noise. We would like to request that an independent noise assessment is carried out. 

· PHOTOMONTAGES – We note that there are not any photomontages showing the village setting; in the foreground of the turbines. This is an important aspect that has been missed and we feel that it is important that Cornwall Council request these images before determining the application. There are two positions that are well used by the public, these are the A39 facing north before the junction into the village (Truro side), where you can see the current anemometer mast behind the village setting and from Trispen Hill near to the local Post Office, facing north. It would also be beneficial if the properties closest to the turbines had photomontages taken to show any overbearing on their dwellings.
· CRICKET GROUND AND RECREATIONAL FACILITIES- We have received concerns from St Erme Cricket Club who are situated 600-700m from two of the turbines on the east of the A39. Their concerns are Adverse Visual Impact and Loss of Visual Amenity. They also have strong concerns over Safety and Distraction as two of the turbines will be in direct line to the wicket which could cause distraction by the sun, movement or flickering of the blades. The club has been established for 31 years and it would be a huge loss to the community if they had to relocate. This would also affect the viability of the new Sports and Community Centre currently being constructed by the St Erme Playing Field Trust; which consists of £137,000.00 of volunteer labour from parishioners. The cricket club consists of 2 adult and 4 youth teams; there are also three football teams who play on this ground. This is a well used recreational facility. We feel that it is important that this open recreational facility is kept, as it is an important community amenity.
· WATER SUPPLIES/BORE HOLES – There are a number of concerns over Water Bore Holes and the possibility of contaminated drinking water; which we feel needs further investigation by Cornwall Council prior to determination.

· COMMUNITY CONSULTATION – Although Coronation Power held a two day event in October 2008, there has been very little community involvement, consultation and information from Coronation Power. We have found their approach arrogant and not very forthcoming or informative. They made promises to supply additional information requested by parishioners, which have not being delivered. They have made statements on Live Radio stating that the landscape around St Erme is ‘nothing special’. Coronation Power was invited to the council’s Public Meeting and Open Sessions in which they declined. We feel that they are not very professional and do not care to work with the community on this application. We note that with Renewable Energy it states that it is important to work with the community, we feel strongly that they have not done this.
Cllr Trethewey rejoined the meeting and took the chair.
    b) To receive an appeal notice as follows and consider any further representations:

        APP/D0840/A/09/2103026/NWF (App No: EA28/2038/08/B), Scottish Power Renewable Energy
        (UK) Ltd Carland Cross Wind Farm, St Newlyn East:

        Dismantling and removal of 15 wind turbines, erection of 10 wind turbines and associated works 

This item was discussed and due the application that has been submitted by Coronation Power for land at Truthan, is was decided to respond to the Planning Inspectorate to take into account this application due to the Cumulative Impact with the two sites. This was proposed by Cllr Bunt and seconded by Cllr light with all in favour and it was 
RESOLVED for the clerk to write with the above comments

    c) Update on planning issues:

        To receive from CALC an update on the Planning and Regeneration Service, Cornwall Council 
The members had received copies of the minutes of the Cornwall Council Planning Liaison Group Meeting and a bulletin from Phil Mason Head of Planning at Cornwall Council. This is regards to the Planning Department and Local Town and Parish Council’s working closer together in the Planning Process.
It was agreed for Cllr Bunt to ask at the next Community Network Meeting if the council’s that do not subscribe to CALC, get copies of the minutes as well as it was felt that they should.

47/09 To receive Police Report
PC Hargreaves has sent his apologies for this meeting.
48/09 Councillors to discuss any matters with County Councillor if present
Cllr Bunt asked Cllr Mennear if it would be possible to re-look at the noise of the A39 again. Cllr Mennear stated that he did not think they would be able to do anything, as he had stated previously that there weren’t the funds to carry out further work on this road. He said that he would put it to Cornwall Highways though.

Cllr Mennear stated that he had enjoyed the last 12 years as our County Councillor and see what happens at the forthcoming County Elections.
Cllr Trethewey stated that the new traffic schemes were working well, with good feedback. He thanked Cllr Mennear for his work
49/09 Clerks Update and Report 
The clerk reported on the following:

· Traffic Schemes – Trispen Hill

The white lines had now been removed and the scheme was complete.

· Chancery Close – Parking
Cllr Trethewey stated that he had not had time to see the residents at Chancery Close and he will before the next full meeting of the council

· Cornwall Council – Newsletter
Members of the council had received copies of the May 2009 newsletter

· Equality and Human Rights Commission
The members received copies of the correspondences for future reference.

· The Truro Community Network Committee

The members all received copies of the Community Network Meeting held on 22nd April and the Outline of Cornwall Strategic Partnership and Active Partnering.

· Correspondences

The members of the council had been notified of all correspondence receive by the clerk.
50/09 a) Accounts: 

           Cheques signed during the month as agreed:

           Chq No 827: Came and Company (BNL) Annual Insurance = £901.11
           Chq No 828: Mrs S Trethewey 
                               (expenses Ryanair Flights for 3 members to London Stansted) = £364.59
           Chq No 829 & 830: Gross Salaries = £984.27
           Cheques to be agreed and signed:

           Chq No 831: Mrs S Trethewey Expenses (Home Allowance £5.00 + Stamps £23.40) = £28.40

           Chq No 832: St Erme Village Hall (Hall Hire 06.04.09 & 27.04.09) = £12.00
           Chq No 833: Robert Acton Product Developments (Bag Holders for Street Cleaning) = £27.60
           Chq No 834: A to Z Supplies (Stationary and Street Cleaning products) = £47.54

           Chq No 835: Staples (Ink Cartridges) = £43.45

           Chq No 836: Kirsten May (Internal Audit) = £72.00
The above accounts were agreed and it was 

RESOLVED for Cllr’s Quee and Bunt to sign the cheques and witnessed by Cllr Light.
    b) Clerk to update on Bank Reconciliations and Budget Sheets 2009/2010 
There were no questions 

    c) To receive and discuss the Internal Audit Report for 2008/2009 
The members had received a copy of the Internal Audit Report and were satisfied with the contents.
    d) To receive and approve and sign the Statement of Accounts for the Audit Returns 2008/2009 and 
        answer each Section of the Annual Governance Statement 
The members answered each question on the Annual Governance Statement and Cllr Quee proposed and Cllr Light seconded with all in favour and it was 

RESOLVED to approve the Annual Audit Returns for 2008/2009 and it was agreed for the chairman to sign the Annual Audit Return as a true record.
51/09 To adopt the council’s Annual Report for 2008/2009 and agree the costs for photocopying
Cllr Bunt proposed and Cllr Quee seconded, with all in favour and it was 

RESOLVED to adopt the Annual Report for 2008/2009 and for the clerk to arrange for it to be photocopied and delivered with the next issue of the Village Voice.
52/09 To update and discuss loan arrangements for borrowing £80,000 for the Sports/Community
         Centre
Cllr Trethewey had declared a personal and prejudicial interest on this item and left the room. Cllr Light took the chair.

The clerk informed the council that she had not received the Borrowing Approval yet, but will seek advice with regards to an agreement with the St Erme Playing Field Trust.

Cllr Trethewey rejoined the meeting.
53/09 To receive and agree the Partnership Agreement for 2009/2010 with Cornwall Council for a
         Youth Worker and agree to pay the cost of £5,400 for 1 year
This item was discussed and it was agreed for the clerk to check the following with Young People Cornwall:
· If the Youth Worker was sick, would YPC find a replacement if possible, at no extra cost to the council

· Does the cost cover holiday and who will be covering this

· Check that the service is not just restricted to the School Term

· The council has a copy of the Public Liability and Employment Liability Insurances
Cllr Quee proposed and Cllr Bunt seconded with all in favour and it was 
RESOLVED to pay the sum of £5,400 for a year’s contract with YPC to supply a Youth Worker under the agreed contract and organise a £150.00 cash float to be used by the Youth Group for any initial costs. The clerk will arrange for signatures for the cheques once the above has been clarified.
54/09 To receive and consider a request from St Erme with Trispen CP School PTA, for a donation of
        £300.00 towards the cost of the Year 6 Sailing Trip as part of their Community Project 
This item was discussed and Cllr Quee proposed and Cllr Bunt seconded with all in favour and it was 

RESOLVED to grant the sum of £300.00 to the St Erme with Trispen PTA towards the cost of the Sailing Trip
55/09 To receive and adopt the council’s Grant Policy
Cllr Quee proposed and Cllr Light seconded with all in favour and it was

RESOLVED to adopt the council’s Grant Policy 
56/09 To receive and adopt the council’s revised Risk Assessment 
Cllr Light proposed and Cllr Quee seconded with all in favour and it was 

RESOLVED to adopt the revised Risk Assessment
57/09 Councillors to update on any meetings attended as representatives: 
       St Erminators Youth Group (Cllr’s Light and Trethewey)
There was nothing to update
       St Erme Community Enhancement Group (Cllr’s Light & Trethewey)

Cllr Light informed the council that they had found a new treasurer at who will be elected at their Annual General Meeting. The group had agreed to help the school with the watering of their plants through the school holidays. They had also decided to look into holding a ‘Big Lunch’ at Polisken Way on 19th July and have written to local organisations asking if they would be happy to help. The group was also holding their Annual Garden Competition which will be announced at the Fun Day
58/09 To decide items for the next issue of the Village Voice
If was agree for Cllr Bunt to write the report of this meeting. The following items were also agreed:

Update on the Youth Club and asking the Youth Committee if they would like to enter something in.
59/09 To put forward any agenda items for the next meeting
There were no items put forward.

60/09 To agree the date of the next meeting to be held on Monday 13th July 2009 at St Erme Village
         Hall at 7.30pm
The above date and time were agreed.
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183
188

