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The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 1st November 2010 at St Erme Village Hall
Those present:

Cllr Trethewey (Chairman), Cllr Pound, Cllr Booker, Cllr Quee and Cllr Jones

In attendance:

Mrs Sally Trethewey (clerk), Mr Peter Crawford (Wainhomes) and 6 members of the public
140/10 To accept apologies
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Light and Cllr Eathorne-Gibbons
141/10 Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda

      a) Councillors to disclose any declarations of interests on any agenda items
Cllr Booker declared a personal and prejudicial interest on the following items:
5) Planning:

a)  To consider any planning applications received up to the date of the meeting:- 

           C1/PA30/1252/10/B: Mr & Mrs Perryman

     Conversion and alteration of former agricultural buildings to form offices and

     continued use of land and buildings in relation to existing business use

b)  Update on planning issues:

· Enforcement issues at Polisken Farm 
15) To discuss car parking issues at Chancery Close
Cllr Booker also declared a personal interest on the following agenda item:

13) To receive a letter regarding an idea for the £500.00 NALC Award 

Cllr Pound declared a personal and prejudicial interest on the following agenda item:

5) Planning PA10/06887, Mr Paul Healey, Plot 2 Treworgan View – Site a static caravan

Cllr Pound also declared a personal interest on the following agenda item:

13) To receive a letter regarding an idea for the £500.00 NALC Award 
Cllr Trethewey declared a personal and prejudicial interest on the following agenda items:

5) Planning PA10/06887, Mr Paul Healey, Plot 2 Treworgan View – Site a static caravan

5b)  Update on planning issues: Truthan Wind Farm Application

13) To receive a letter regarding an idea for the £500.00 NALC Award 
Councillors signed the declarations of interest book

      b) Councillors to disclose declarations of any gifts over £25.00
There were no gifts over the value of £25.00 declared

The chairman suspended Standing Orders for Public Participation
Public Participation (15 minutes)

The public are given 15 minutes to discuss any item on the agenda or any other matter, after this period the members of the public may stay at the meeting but will not be able to comment or participate.  Any member of the council who will be declaring a prejudicial interest on any business to be transacted in the meeting, has the same rights as members of the public to speak on this issue, the member will then be required to leave the room before the main discussion and vote as paragraph 12(2) of the Code of Conduct adopted by the council.
A member of the public stated that there had been problems at Trispen Hill with noise coming from the Public House late at night. The parishioner stated that they had called the police regarding this. The chairman stated that the council will make sure that PC Hargreaves is aware of this.

Cllr Booker requested to speak as a member of the public as 12(2) of the Code of Conduct regarding agenda item: 15) To discuss car parking issues at Chancery Close of which she had declared a personal and prejudicial interest. 
Cllr Booker stated that there were issues over un-neighbourly parking at Chancery Close and the communal car park being used by caravans, boats and untaxed vehicles, which were taking up spaces. Residents from Tower Road were also using this car park. A number of people have been blocked in and notices previously have been served. The fire brigade had trouble attending a fire at Chancery Close due to cars parking on the pavement and not leaving enough space for emergency vehicles. If everyone parked sensibly there are enough spaces for one car each and the other cars should park in the overspill car park.

Cllr Booker then left the room.

A member of the public from Chancery Close agreed with the problems that were being experienced and stated that the issue was getting worse and this was not the first time that it had been brought to the council’s attention. The member of the public had talked to the Carrick Housing Officer who has not been very helpful. The majority of the houses are now privately owned however Carrick Housing owns the communal parking area.
The chairman thanked the member of the public for their comments and stated that this issue was an agenda item and will be looked at then.

Cllr Booker rejoined the meeting
A member of the public wished to speak about the forthcoming Public Inquiry of the Truthan Wind Farm.

Cllr Trethewey had declared a personal and prejudicial interest on this item and left the room it was RESOLVED for Cllr Quee to take the chair

The member of the public who is the Chairman of 2Big2Close stated that the council was probably aware that the Public Inquiry will be starting on 7th December for 8 days and that the Planning Inspector will be Mr Neil Pope. He stated that 2Big2Close were appointing a landscape consultant and a barrister. He stated that they were disappointed that Cornwall Council had not put forward a witness yet. He urged for as many people as possible to put forward their names for a site visit; so the Planning Inspector could see the impact that this would have. Cllr Quee thanked the member of the public.
Cllr Trethewey rejoined the meeting and took the chair
Cllr Trethewey introduced Mr Peter Crawford from Wainhomes who had offered to attend the meeting to update on the development and answer any questions. Mr Crawford stated that the s106 agreement had now been signed and planning permission granted. They were hoping to start in two or three week’s time. They had arranged to hold a pre launch sales evening on 9th November for local people to register an interest in the properties, if this is successful they will hold another event before the official sales launch. Cllr Trethewey asked the members of the public if they had any questions for Mr Crawford. There were no questions from the members of the public present and Cllr Trethewey thanked Mr Crawford for attending.
There were no more questions from the members of the public and the chairman resumed Standing Orders

142/10 To receive and approve the minutes previously circulated for the meeting held on Monday 4th
              October 2010 
The minutes previously circulated were agreed and it was therefore

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 4th October 2010 be approved as a true record and duly signed.
143/10 To receive Police Report
PC Hargreaves was not present
144/10 Planning:

a)  To consider any planning applications received up to the date of the meeting:- 
Cllr Booker had declared a personal and prejudicial interest on the next item and left the room.
· C1/PA30/1252/10/B: Mr & Mrs Perryman

                                    Conversion and alteration of former agricultural buildings to form offices
                                     and continued use of land and buildings in relation to existing business use
This item was discussed and it was 
RESOLVED to object the application for the following reasons:

· The proposed Taxi Offices (although are slightly smaller than their previous application) are still too large to be justified for the use for the taxi business. This leaves the question that the offices may be sub let or used for other businesses. Also the proposal states ‘conversion and alteration of former agricultural buildings to form offices and continued use of land and buildings in relation to existing business use.’ This is extremely vague and should be clarified as Cornwall Council is aware there have been several businesses operating without permission from this site, which have current enforcement notices. 

· We feel that there is still a lack of information regarding Taxi’s entering and leaving the site. This has not been made clear and with the proposed 24 hour use, seven days of the week, would not be appropriate. The temporary permission which ceased on 31st December 2008 stated that Taxi’s were not permitted to call or leave the premises outside the stated hours of 08.00 – 18.00 hours Monday to Friday. This was not complied with under the temporary permission and there continues to be taxi’s entering and leaving the site 24 hours a day. This will then leave the permission of business use, too open to be regulated. Vehicles and taxi’s could then enter the premises 24 hours a day; which would be un-neighbourly in respect of noise and will have a detriment effect on the surrounding residential properties. This would not be in accordance with the aims and intentions of Policy 3 of the Cornwall Structure Plan 2004.
This was also highlighted by the Planning Inspectorate:

‘Some residents live very close by and I believe them when they say that they are adversely affected. This noise and activity also affects the character of this rural location on the appeal sites in the approach road. I do not believe that reasonable and enforceable conditions could effectively regulate the uses in this location’
· These offices would be more appropriate in an urban area such as Truro where there are suitable buildings currently waiting to be let. The applicant has had since December 2007 to find alternative premises; the temporary use was to allow the applicants to relocate their business.

· We feel that the car maintenance for the taxi business will be hard to regulate and enforce, and could lead to other car maintenance/ sales taking place. The noise that this will generate and the movement of vehicles would be un-neighbourly as stated above.

· In the applicants conclusion it states ‘The Development proposed is for the continued economic use of these buildings which were formally used for agricultural purposes’ This does not make sense when the applicant submitted an application for a large agricultural building in 2009. The reasons stated for this application was due to the lack of agricultural buildings to sustain their agricultural needs. So surely the justification of changing agricultural buildings to offices is not justified. In this application they have made no comments regarding their agricultural needs, so is the site still a working farm?

· We feel that a commercial development of this nature at this site would be overdevelopment in a rural location and would be better sited in an urban area. 
The Planning Inspectorate stated:

““In terms of sustainability, as set out in PPS1 and PPS7, the sites have the advantage of ready access to the road system via the A39. However, sustainability is a wider concept than this. Industrial development should be located in appropriate urban locations because that is where appropriate transport for employees and clients and other infrastructure is available. It also serves to protect residential occupiers and environmental quality of the countryside. I understand this to be trust of Policy 11 of the Cornwall Structure Plan as well as PPS1 and PPS7. The Old Sanctuary is in a relatively isolated location being well separated from the nearest, and modest sized, settlement of Trispen so the development does not comply with these policies
· The access from the property is on a designated cycle path and bridleway, and is regularly used. There is the question of how much extra vehicular movement onto this road would take place if the application was granted.
· We feel that the Planning History of the site and Enforcement Notices already issued and not complied with, must be considered when determining this application.
The Planning Inspectorate (Appeal APP/P0810/C/07/2053757) stated:

“The noise and activity also affects the character of this rural location on the appeal sites and in the approach road. I do not believe that reasonable and enforceable conditions could effectively regulate the uses in this location”

· The application states that the Foul Sewage is to be disposed of by Main Sewer (license to discharge?), there is no Mains Sewage in that location and you should speak to South West Water to confirm this.

· It states that the proposal will involve the need to dispose of trade effluents or waste, but does not state the means of disposal of such waste and there is not any waste or storage facilities shown on the application

We are disappointed that enforcement action on this site hasn’t been followed through and that it is important that the planning history of the whole site is fully taken into account when considering this application.

Cllr Booker re-entered the room.

Cllr Trethewey and Cllr Pound had declared a personal and prejudicial interest on the next item and left the room

It was RESOLVED for Cllr Quee to take the chair for the next items in the chairman’s absence
· PA10/06887, Mr Paul Healey, Plot 2, Treworgan View 

                   Site a static caravan on the land whilst constructing self build
This application was discussed and it was 
RESOLVED to support the application with the following condition

· That the caravan is removed once the new property is finished or within 2 years, which ever is sooner
Cllr Pound rejoined the meeting 

Cllr Trethewey remained out of the room, as he had declared a personal and prejudicial interest on the next item.

b)  Update on planning issues:

· Truthan Wind Farm Application
This item was discussed and Cllr Quee had previously agreed the represent the council at the Public Inquiry. The clerk will forward Cllr Quee any information received and will update the members when necessary.

Cllr Trethewey rejoined the meeting and took the chair

· Wainhomes Development – Trispen Hill
It was agreed for the clerk to write to Tim Marsh (Planning Officer) to clarify the following items in the Planning Conditions and S106 agreement and to state that the council has very strong concerns over future problems and safety if the following points are not addressed: 

· Travel Plan- Safe route to school and safer bus pick up point for Penair School
· Management Plan – for communal private car parks and open spaces

· Is the footpath adjacent to the local shop to be brought up to an adoptable standard.

Cllr Booker had declared personal and prejudicial interest and on the next item and left the room
· Enforcement issues at Polisken Farm
There was nothing to update

Cllr Booker rejoined the meeting

· Update on the meeting with a ‘Friendly Link Planning Officer’
The members had requested through Mr Dan Mitchell (Senior Planning Officer) that a ‘friendly link officer’ or someone more senior meet with the council to discuss the issues over how some major planning applications and enforcement issues in the parish had been dealt with. The clerk reported that she had written to Mr Mitchell who had passed this to Mr David Edmondson and the clerk was still waiting for a reply. It was agreed for the chairman to contact Esther Richmond (Community Network Manager) to look into this further on behalf of the council. It was agreed to take this issue further if a satisfactory response wasn’t received.
145/10 Councillors to discuss any matters with County Councillor if present
Cllr Eathorne-Gibbons had sent his apologies
146/10 Clerks Update and Report 
The clerk reported on the following:

· To receive a letter from a parishioner regarding concerns that the council were paying towards the cost of the Wainhomes Open Event.
The parishioner had brought this up during public participation at the last meeting and the council clarified that they thought it was important to work with Wainhomes to give parishioners of St Erme an opportunity to purchase/enquire about the properties at Trispen Hill before they go on the open market. The council confirmed that Wainhomes would be paying for the hall hire and printing of the leaflets and any additional costs.  Local parishioners had agreed to deliver the leaflets

· Update on the Chapel Road site meeting – Following a meeting with members of the council regarding concerns with the buses and large vehicles along Chapel Road, Cornwall Highways have agreed to reline the red pedestrian strip area to make this more visible; at the same time they will reline the junction at Tregassow Lane by the school and the top junction of Eglos Road. The clerk informed the members that she has written to the bus companies regarding the speed of the buses and is waiting for a reply.

· Cllr Pound agreed to attend the next Open Surgery on 13th November 2010
· Members were notified of all correspondences received.

147/10 Accounts
    a) Cheques signed during the month as agreed:

        Chq No1001: Cornwall Council (Weed Maintenance 2010/2011) = £1292.50
        Chq No1002 & 1003: Gross Salaries = £1000.99
        Cheques to be agreed and signed:

        Chq No1004: Mrs S Trethewey Expenses: (Home Allow £5.00 + Stamps £9.84) = £14.84
        Chq No1005: Trispen Football Club (grant for equipment) = £200.00

        Chq No1006: St Erme Village Hall Committee (Hall Hire September) = £12.00 
The above accounts were agreed and it was

RESOLVED for Cllr Quee and Cllr Jones to sign the cheques which were witnessed by Cllr Booker
     b) Clerk to update on Bank Reconciliations and Budget Sheets 2010/2011 
There were no questions
     c) To update on the organisation of the Public Precept meeting for 22nd November 2010 
The WI have agreed to make and serve the refreshments and the council have agreed to cover the cost. So far the following organisations will be giving a presentation: St Erme Playing Field Trust, The History Group and St Erme with Trispen School PTA. Cllr Trethewey will present the council’s precept. It was agreed for the clerk to arrange for leaflets to be distributed.
148/10 To discuss the Bus Services in the village and how to promote them
The bus service was discussed and it was noted that there seemed to be several buses from different companies which turn up together and that it would be better if these could be spread out to give a better service. It was agreed for the clerk to write to the bus companies thanking them for the excellent service they provide but highlighting the duplication of buses; and ask them if they could consider spreading the buses out to give an even better service. Also to stress that we did not want to see the service reduced in any way. The clerk will also ask again for information to promote the service through the Village Voice.
149/10 To agree representatives for the following Task Groups 
· E-Planning – Invitation to first workshop: Wednesday 10th November 2010
It was agreed for Cllr Trethewey to attend this meeting
· Local Council pre-application task group: Wednesday 10th November 2010
It was agreed for Cllr Booker and Cllr Quee to attend this meeting
150/10 To discuss and reply to the following consultations:

· Cornwall Affordable Housing Development Plan Document – Draft Sept 2010
The members of the council discussed this consultation and it was agreed to respond by stating that they were please with the document and the only comment they would like to make is that more emphasis should be made to local needs rather than affordable housing needs as a communities needs are all different.
· Validation Requirements for Applications – Draft Oct 2010
The members discussed this consultation and decided not to comment 
151/10 To receive a reply to the Council’s questions regarding Winter Service/Salt Bins and training 
It was decided that the council would not put anyone forward for this training as the parish does not currently have any salt bins.

Cllr Trethewey had declared a personal and prejudicial interest on the next item and left the room

Cllr Pound and Cllr Booker had declared a personal interest on the next item.

It was RESOLVED for Cllr Quee to take the chair.

152/10 To receive a letter regarding an idea for the £500.00 NALC Award 
The council had received a letter from Mr Trethewey putting forward the idea to use 3 granite lintels that were removed from the upgrading of the Truthan Bridge several years ago. The idea was to use these as a feature at the new Sports Community Centre with the venues name; to include a plaque commemorating the council’s award and the grant of £80,000 given by the council. It was agreed that this should be put forward at the Public Precept Meeting and advertised on the posters and leaflets.
Cllr Trethewey rejoined the meeting
153/10 To discuss and agree to hold a ‘Code of Conduct’ training event for new members on 25th 
           November 2010
This item was discussed and as a couple of members were unable to make this date it was agreed to arrange a new date for the New Year.

Cllr Booker had declared a personal and prejudicial interest on the next item and left the room
154/10 To discuss car parking issues at Chancery Close
This item was discussed and it was agreed that it would be beneficial to have a site meeting with the relevant authorities and officers to discuss this issue to see if there are any solutions to alleviate the problems. It was agreed for the clerk to arrange a date and invite the Carrick Housing Officer, Cllr Eathorne-Gibbons, Environmental Enforcement Officer, Mr Dave Vincent (Cornwall Highways) and PC Hargreaves
Cllr Booker rejoined the meeting
155/10 To consider a request of a grant from St Erme Church towards the maintenance of the Church
           Yard
This item was discussed and it was 

RESOLVED for the council to grant the sum of £610.00 towards the upkeep of the Church Yard
156/10 Councillors to report on any meetings attended as representatives:
· St Erme Youth Project (Cllr Trethewey & Cllr Booker)
Cllr Trethewey stated that they had had their quarterly review meeting with Young People Cornwall and was pleased with how this went. The new youth worker is very committed and they were organising a Halloween Party which will be classed as their Winter Event for the Play Pathfinder Grant. They were very keen to become more involved with the annual Fun Day next year and had a programme of events scheduled up to Christmas.
· St Erme with Trispen CP School (Cllr Booker)
Cllr Booker said that she had attended her first meeting and reported that the school had acquired a large grant to secure the school with higher safety fencing made out of special mesh, which would be 6ft high and new school gates for the main entrance. This was recommended in the recent Ofsted report. The school is also looking at ways to help increase attendance at school from pupils as this area was currently slightly higher than it should be. The Ofsted report carried out this year was very good and these were the only two minor problems highlighted.
· Single Issue Panel Meeting for Truro & Threemilestone (Cllr Quee) 
Cllr Quee stated that there was nothing to report
· Community Emergency Plan Working Party
Cllr Trethewey reported that Mr Dave Matthews has agreed to be the co-coordinator and they were starting to put together a database of local people with different skills who could assist in an emergency. The school had agreed that their premises could be used outside of school hours. St Erme House have also agreed to be involved and offer any relevant skills if required.
· Renewable Energy Conference (Cllr Trethewey)
Cllr Trethewey stated that he found this conference very interesting. He stated that the country only had 15 days storage of gas and Cornwall was even more vulnerable due to the county being at the end of the national grid. They talked about the Wind Energy Trust who works with communities to put forward sites, this usually then gets support from about 98% of people. The money then comes to the community; where at the moment none of the money generated for the national grid stays in Cornwall. An example they used stated that 1 turbine the size of Carland Cross would make £280,000 per year, most of that could go to the parish.
Individuals could invest and hold shares with a guaranteed return of 8%. The renewable energy could be wind turbines, biogas or solar farms. 

It was agreed that this is worth relooking at this in the future.
157/10 To decide items for the next issue of the Village Voice
It was agreed to put in about rubbish being left out too early for collection
158/10 To put forward any agenda items for the next meeting
There were no items put forward
159/10 To agree the date and time of the Precept Public Meeting on Monday 22nd November 2010 and
           the next full meeting of the council to be held on Monday 6th December 2010 at St Erme   
           Village Hall at 7.30pm 
The above dates and times were agreed

SIGNED                                             CHAIRMAN                                     DATED
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