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The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 3rd October 2011 at St Erme Village Hall
Those present:

Cllr Trethewey (Chairman), Cllr Pound, Cllr Booker, Cllr Holt and Cllr Sally Jones

Those present:

Mrs Sally Trethewey (Clerk), Mr Philip Jones and Mr Dave Clarke (Royal British Legion Riders’ Branch)
110/11   To accept apologies
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Light (who was attending another meeting on behalf of the council) and Cllr Eathorne-Gibbons (Cornwall Councillor)
111/11   Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda

       a) Councillors to disclose any declarations of interests on any agenda items
Cllr Trethewey declared a personal and prejudicial interest on the following agenda items:

· 10) To receive a letter from Mr Clarke of’ The Royal British Legion Riders Branch’ regarding holding
      a weekly charity bike night in Trispen 

· 11) To receive an e-mail regarding concerns over speeding traffic along Church Lane

· 12) To receive a letter from St Erme Cricket Club requesting a grant of £250.00 towards the cost of
      junior equipment 

· 19) To review the clerks salary and expenses 

Cllr Pound declared a personal ad prejudicial interest on the following agenda item:

· 10) To receive a letter from Mr Clarke of’ The Royal British Legion Riders Branch’ regarding holding
            A weekly charity bike night in Trispen 

Cllr Sally Jones declared a personal and prejudicial interest on the following agenda item:

·     3)  To receive application/s for the vacancy on the council and agree co-option and the signing of
      The Declaration of Acceptance of Office and Code of Conduct 

       b) Councillors to disclose declarations of any gifts over £25.00
There were no gifts over the value of £25.00 declared

The Chairman suspended Standing Orders for public participation
Public Participation (15 minutes)

The public are given 15 minutes to discuss any item on the agenda or any other matter, after this period the members of the public may stay at the meeting but will not be able to comment or participate. 

Any member of the council who will be declaring a prejudicial interest on any business to be transacted in the meeting, has the same rights as members of the public to speak on this issue, the member will then be required to leave the room before the main discussion and vote as paragraph 12(2) of the Code of Conduct adopted by the council

Cllr Trethewey and Cllr Pound left the room as they had declared an interest on agenda no 10, Mr Dave Clarke from the Royal British Legion Bikers Branch was present to answer any questions regarding holding a weekly Bikers Night at St Erme between May and September.
It was therefore RESOLVED for Cllr Jones to take the chair.
Mr Clarke was asked if the Bike Night could be as large as the Jennings Bike run. Mr Clarke stated that it could be; he went on to say that their events are well marshalled and policed, they have stands and sometimes bands playing and that the events finish by 9.30pm. He feels that it would be good for St Erme and will bring passing trade for the local businesses.

The chairman thanked Mr Clarke for attending.

Cllr Trethewey and Cllr Pound rejoined the meeting.

Cllr Trethewey took the chair and resumed Standing Orders.

Cllr Sally Jones had declared a personal and prejudicial interest on the next item and left the room
112/11 To receive application/s for the vacancy on the council and agree co-option and the signing of 
            The Declaration of Acceptance of Office and Code of Conduct 
The council had received one application for the vacany on the council and it was therefore

RESOLVED to co-opt Mr Philip Jones onto the council. Cllr Philip Jones signed the Declaration of the Acceptance of Office and the Code of Conduct.

The chairman welcomed Cllr Philip Jones to the council
Cllr Sally Jones rejoined the meeting
113/11 To receive and approve the minutes previously circulated for the meeting held on Monday 5th 
           September 2011
The minutes previously circulated were agreed and it was therefore 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 5th September 2011 be agreed as a true record and were duly signed

114/11 To receive the Police Report
PC Hargreaves was not present and the clerk had not received a report
115/11 Councillors to discuss any matters with County Councillor if present
Cllr Eathorne – Gibbons had sent his apologies
116/11 Clerks Update and Report 
The clerk reported on the following:

· Cornwall Council- Members had received  an update and notes of the last Local Council Pre-Application Task Group

· New Safety Surface- Now the new school term has commenced the safety surface will be installed as soon as the weather permits

· Members were informed of all correspondences received
117/11 Planning

   a) To consider any planning applications received up to the date of the meeting:-
· PA11/07167, Mr David Irving, Ventonteague, St Allen, Truro
Conversion of 3 barns and construction of a car port to form one dwelling, an ancillary studio annexe and garden store
Members discussed this application and responded as follows:

St Erme Parish Council supports this application with the following recommendations:

· There is a water course on site which is not shown on the plan, this needs to be taken into account when sighting the Septic Tank

· The property should remain as a residential property and not for holiday letting

· The agricultural use of the surrounding land should not be effected by the development 

   b) Other planning issues:
· Wainhomes Development, Trispen Hill
Following the council’s letter regarding the issues of dust and the renewable energy conditions at the Trispen Hill site; Mrs Jennie Mason (Enforcement Officer) had responded stating that the large earth mound had now been seeded and the second mound had been half seeded the other half is in use. Mrs Mason informed the council that Wainhomes’s Management Construction Plan is a generic plan and that the section regarding dust states that they ‘could’ rather than they ‘will/won’t’ do something. Mrs Mason said that she had been on site and there was evidence of the mounds being compacted and that sprinklers to damp down were being used. She stated that she was happy that everything possible was being done. With regards to the ‘Renewable Energy’ condition 23; Wainhomes are offering photo-voltaics at an additional cost to the purchaser and they are using Mechanical Ventilation in their properties - a heat recovering system, which takes the old air and recycles it. As well has insulating to a higher standard.
· Earthworks/excavation at Trewaters Farm, St Erme
Cornwall Council Enforcement had written stating that they feel that no planning harm has been caused by the earthworks. The members of the council disagree with this letter and it was agreed to reply stating that the council feels that these works have clearly changed the landscape setting on the approach from the south and that they request this is looked at further
· Update on Cornwall Council’s Planning decisions in St Erme
The council had received an e-mail regarding Application No: PA11/06348 (Land adjacent to the Clock & Key). The Planning Officer had noted that we had refused the application on highways grounds. Since receiving a report from the highways department and on the grounds that the previous application had been approved, he will be recommending the application for approval subject to conditions. The members of the council discussed the highways report and agreed that they would accept the officers’ recommendation and would not ask for the application to go to committee.
118/11 a) Accounts: 
           Cheques signed during the month as agreed:

           Chq No 1112: Contract Sign Systems: (replacement Sign- Insurance Claim) = £584.40
           Chq No 1113 & 1114: Gross Salaries   = £1007.10
           Chq No 1115: Post Office Ltd (Inland Revenue) = £233.34
           Cheques to be agreed and signed:

           Chq No 1116: Mrs S Trethewey Expenses (Home Allowance £5.00) = £5.00
           Chq No 1117: Cornwall Association of Local Council’s (Training) = £72.00

           Chq No 1118: Staples (Ink Cartridge) = £26.99

           Chq No 1119: St Erme Playing Field Trust (Hall Hire Sept) = £20.00
           Chq No 1120: A to Z Supplies (Bin bags) = £45.48

The above accounts were agreed and it was therefore

RESOLVED for Cllr Booker and Cllr Holt to sign the cheques which were witnessed by Cllr Sally Jones
       b) Clerk to update on Bank Reconciliations and Budget Sheets 2011/2012 
There were no questions
       c) To receive a report from Cllr Booker on the Internal Controls of the council’s finances 
Cllr Booker had carried out the internal controls on the council’s finances and reported that everything was in order.
       d) To discuss the precept for 2012-2013 and the Public Precept Meeting scheduled for 21st 
           November 2011
The precept meeting will be held on 21st November 2011 at the St Erme Community Centre, the WI had agreed to make and serve the refreshments, and the council will reimburse their costs. Cllr Philip Jones agreed to put the presentation together and Cllr Pound will take the presentation. It was also agreed to ask the St Erme Cricket Club to talk about what they have achieved over the last couple of years with the support of the parish council and the St Erme Community Enhancement Group to talk about their plans for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. There will also be a talk from the St Erme Village Design Statement Working Party. The clerk will advertise the meeting in the Village Voice, leaflets and the noticeboards.
Cllr Trethewey and Cllr Pound had declared a personal and prejudicial interest on the next item and left the room.

IT was RESOLVED for Cllr Sally Jones to take the chair
119/11 To receive a letter from Mr Clarke of’ The Royal British Legion Riders Branch’ regarding holding a weekly charity bike night in Trispen 
This item was discussed and it was agreed to respond stating that the council did not have any objections in principle to the event and that we recommend that they hold a presentation for members of the public to attend to raise any concerns and ask questions. Following this the council feels that the decision for the event to take place at the Football Ground should be made by the St Erme Playing Field Trust.

Cllr Pound rejoined the meeting and Cllr Trethewey remained outside as he had declared a personal and prejudicial interest on the next item.
120/11 To receive an e-mail regarding concerns over speeding traffic along Church Lane
This item was discussed and it was felt that the road already has a 30mph speed limit, so it was agreed to speak to PC Hargreaves to monitor the road with PCSO Eagles, and use the speed gun if necessary. It was also agreed to put an article in the Village Voice
Cllr Trethewey remained out of the room for the next item as he declared a personal and prejudicial interest 

121/11 To receive a letter from St Erme Cricket Club requesting a grant of £250.00 towards the cost of
           Junior Equipment 
This item was discussed and it was 

RESOLVED to grant the sum of £250.00 towards the cost of the Junior Equipment

Cllr Trethewey rejoined the meeting

122/11 To agree the purchase of paper and ink from Lyreco at a cost of £152.82
It was

RESOLVED for the clerk to purchase paper and ink from Lyreco at a cost of £152.82
123/11 To update on the Youth Project Funding and Young People Cornwall Partnership
The Youth Project has been relaunched with 13 attending the older session and 6 attending the earlier session on the first evening. YPC have organised a trip to Ships and Castles in half term.
124/11 To discuss the Queens Jubilee in 2012
This item was discussed and it was agreed that the council should look at purchasing commemoration memorabilia for the children of the parish. It was therefore

RESOLVED to put forward £600.00 to be considered when setting the precept for 2012/2013
125/11 To discuss and agree action regarding the hedge at the back of Polisken Way/Chapel Road
It was agreed that the council were unable to look at this issue due to the land being privately owned.
126/11 To review sections 20 to 30 of the council’s Standing Orders
The council reviewed sections 20 – 30 of the council’s standing orders and agreed that no amendments were required.
127/11 Councillors’ to update on any meetings attended as representatives: 
· St Erme Playing Field Trust (Cllr Light and Cllr Holt) 
Cllr Holt reported that the bookings were doing well. The Trust is organising a Firework Night and a Children’s Christmas Party. A telephone line will soon be installed in the centre.
· St Erme Cricket Club (Cllr Pound)
Cllr Pound reported that the Cricket Club had a very good season with the first team winning the fourth division and the 20 20 Knockout Cup. He stated they are a successful club who raise money and obtain funding.
· Truro & Roseland Community Network Meeting (Cllr Trethewey & Cllr Jones)
Cllr Sally Jones reported that they talked about the ‘Core Strategy’ and how they are looking at the issues from a bottom up approach. Cllr Trethewey stated they tried to get them to understand that they should be looking at local needs instead of affordable housing. There is a new network manager called Chandelle Randle. Cllr Trethewey stated that he brought up the issue of the clerk not being able to talk directly to officers. It seems that other council’s are having similar problems and this will be looked into.

Cllr Booking left the meeting

Cllr Sally Jones reported that Inspector Richards had stated that there is a 4 year module in place for re-organisation. Truro Police Station will be gone within two years; Truro may share offices with County Hall. PC Hargreaves will be leaving in March, but he will be replaced. Burglaries were up 96% (actual burglaries were 24), there were more rural crimes taking place of oil, machinery etc. Security needs to be tightened on farms. Perranporth Police Station will also be closed
· St Erme Village Hall Committee (Cllr Jones)
Cllr Sally Jones reported that a Sub-Committee had been set up to arrange for a survey to be carried out at the village hall on the whole building and the necessary work to be priced. The kitchen, toilets and store were the main areas that needed attention. Once they have obtained costs the committee will decide if they need to obtain funding.
Pursuant to section 1(2) of Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it is resolved that, because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and the press leave the meeting during consideration of the following agenda item

Cllr Trethewey had declared a personal and prejudicial interest and left the room. Mrs Sally Trethewey (Clerk) also left the room.

128/11 To review the clerk’s salary and expenses 

This item was discussed and it was 

RESOLVED to increase the clerks salary by Nalc’s recommendations in April 2012. The clerk to keep a record of hours worked; which will be reviewed in 6 months time. Cllr Light to carry out an appraisal
Cllr Trethewey and Mrs Sally Trethewey (Clerk) rejoined the meeting
129/11 To decide items for the next issue of the Village Voice
The following items were agreed: speeding traffic at Church Lane, the Village Design Statement, the issue that rubbish needs to be left outside peoples own houses unless agreed by the council and the Public Precept Meeting
130/11 To put forward any agenda items for the next meeting
It was agreed to look at the problems at Rouses’ Corner regarding accidents and road safety
131/11 To agree the date of the next meeting to be held on Monday 7th November 2011 at St 

           Erme Village Hall 7.30pm and the Public Precept Meeting to be held on Monday 21st  

           November 2011 at the St Erme Community/Sports Centre
The above dates and times were agreed

CHAIRMAN                                   SIGNED                                                DATED
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