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The minutes of the extraordinary meeting held on Monday 13th June 2011 at the St Erme Community Centre
Those present:

Cllr Trethewey (Chairman), Cllr Light (Vice-Chairman) Cllr Pound, Cllr Booker, Cllr Jones, Cllr Holt and Cllr Eathorne-Gibbons (Cornwall Councillor)

In attendance:

Mrs Sally Trethewey (Clerk) and 51 members of the public (including 3 children)
65/11 To accept apologies
There were no apologies received
66/11 Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda

      a) Councillors to disclose any declarations of interests on any agenda items
Cllr Trethewey declared a personal and prejudicial interest on the following agenda item:

3) Planning:

a)  To consider any planning applications received up to the date of the meeting:- 

     PA11/03197 – Coronation Power, Truthan Barton, Truthan, St Erme
Erection of 5 No. wind farm generators and ancillary development comprising crane hard standings, control building and electricity substation, temporary construction compound, underground cables, site access tracks and a permanent anemometer mast
Cllr’s Light, Pound and Cllr Booker declared a personal interest on the following agenda item:

3) Planning:

a)  To consider any planning applications received up to the date of the meeting:- 

     PA11/03197 – Coronation Power, Truthan Barton, Truthan, St Erme
Erection of 5 No. wind farm generators and ancillary development comprising crane hard standings, control building and electricity substation, temporary construction compound, underground cables, site access tracks and a permanent anemometer mast

      b) Councillors to disclose declarations of any gifts over £25.00
There were no gifts over the value of £25.00 declared

Cllr Trethewey declared a personal and prejudicial interest and left the room
Cllr Light as Vice-Chairman took the chair. Cllr Light suspended Standing Orders for Public Participation
Public Participation (30 minutes)

The public are given 30 minutes to discuss any item on the agenda, after this period the members of the public may stay at the meeting but will not be able to comment or participate.  Any member of the council who will be declaring a prejudicial interest on any business to be transacted in the meeting, has the same rights as members of the public to speak on this issue, the member will then be required to leave the room before the main discussion and vote, as paragraph 12(2) of the Code of Conduct adopted by the council
The Chairman of 2Big2Close, Mr Martin Pearse stated that they had a petition against the Truthan Wind Farm application which was 65 pages long with 664 signatories from residents that were within 2-3km radius of the village. People of the parish have spoken loud and clear. People are angry that Coronation Power, haven’t listened.

Monsters on the hill is a perfect description, there is a rumour that it is a done deal and that the turbines are farther away. This is not true; the 5 turbines are of the same height and in the same place. Mr Pearse stated that again there are no photo’s showing the village. 2Big2Close have paid for professional photos from Welcome Close showing a viewpoint towards the Cricket Pitch. The Planning Inspector at the appeal on the first application stated that ‘the turbines sit within the landscape setting rather than the other way around’ We will be dominated by these turbines. The Planning Inspectorate also stated that the turbines are likely to feel overbearing especially with the blades. The 5 turbines that the inspector was talking about are still in this application. The Cricket Club will still be distracted by the turbines.
In the recent BBC series ‘Wind Farm Wars’ the community in Devon invested help from an independent noise consultant. They ended up with protection by Noise Conditions being implemented. If people are harmed by the noise they have to turn them off; Cornwall Council should place the same restrictions.
This application would have a different Planning Inspector if it went to appeal.
Another parishioner stated that they are new to the village and that it is an amazing village and a fantastic place to live and if this application went ahead it will change to a semi-industrial setting and will set a president. The area would be ruined they are 2Big2Close.

Another resident reminded everyone of Coronation Powers attitude at Public Consultation. Coronation Power should have come back to the community to discuss the placement, size and scale etc. They are just relying on government policy to push the application through.

A parishioner stated that there is no where else in the county that has a community this size being exposed to this type of application.

Legislation in Europe and Scotland recommend a distance of 2.5km, 4 of these turbines are within 1.5km of the village.

A parishioner stated that the applicant only had to resubmit the application minus the two turbines to the east. Using the same Environmental Statement etc, but objectors has to re-do their petitions. Twenty one days for a major application is not long enough.
A parishioner stated that an application for only two turbines being a green project is laughable. We know that they only generate a limited amount of power. It’s not always windy, so they are not always working. They are not efficient.
This is a disjointed approach – all tariff driven and not about green credentials. It would not help the country only meet guidelines on paper not reality.

Cllr Eathorne-Gibbons stated that Mr Pearse and everyone spoke well and that he would take their concerns and comments on board.

Cllr Light thanked everyone and resumed Standing Orders
Cllr Trethewey remained out of the room
67/11  Planning:

a)  To consider any planning applications received up to the date of the meeting:- 
     PA11/03197 – Coronation Power, Truthan Barton, Truthan, St Erme
Erection of 5 No. wind farm generators and ancillary development comprising crane hardstandings, control building and electricity substation, temporary construction compound, underground cables, site access tracks and a permanent anemometer mast
This application was discussed and it was agreed with all in favour to make the following representation:

St Erme Parish Council feels that although this application has been submitted with the removal of the two turbines to the east, we feel that this does not change the council’s opinion and therefore we REFUSE the application for the following reasons:

· VISUAL IMPACT – The council feel that the proposed wind turbines by reason of their size and sighting would have a significant adverse impact on the character and setting of the landscape and village settlement. The village settlement when travelling from Truro would be hugely effected and the turbines would dominate the outlook of the approach from this direction. As stated by the Planning Inspector in his report ‘the settlement would appear to sit within a wind farm landscape rather than at present where it lies within a landscape that contains wind farms’. The Planning Inspectorate also stated that he shared the concerns of one of the council’s witnesses who described these turbines as ‘marching down from the ridge of land to the north of Trispen/St Erme’. 

We feel that a photomontage should be taken from the south on the A39 (facing north) showing the village settlement. The blades of the turbines will dominate the settlement line. This will be the first view that commuters will see of the village setting. There have been no photomontages taken which includes the village settlement!

This application would be contrary to Policy 13B and 13C of the Local Plan and Policy 7 of the Cornwall Structure Plan 

· OVERBEARING – The proposed wind turbines are too close to residential dwellings and would have an unacceptable overbearing impact harming the recreational amenities (St Erme Cricket Ground) and residential amenities of the occupiers of the properties closest to the turbines; some of which are listed buildings. 

There are 58 houses currently being built at the north of the village which will be extremely close to the turbines which would also appear overbearing.

The change in visual amenity would be significant and would be contrary of Policy 13B of the Local Plan.

· LISTED BUILDING - The proposed wind turbines due to their height and scale would have a significant adverse impact upon the setting of a number of Listed Buildings in the immediate area of the proposed site. The Listed Buildings that would be significantly affected are as follows: Gatehouse to Trevella (Castle Cottage), Truthan Manor and The Coach House. 

· CUMULATIVE IMPACT – The proposed turbines will cause an unreasonable proliferation of turbines on the landscape, the wind farms at Carland, Four Burrows, and the proposed Truthan site can all be seen from the village setting. These and the following wind farms can be seen from the A30; Roskrow, Bears Down and St Breock. Consideration also needs to be taken into account on the proposed repowering of the Carland Cross site. 

This would be contrary to Policy 7 of the Structure Plan and Policy 13B Local Plan 

· SHADDOW FLICKER – The proposed turbines will cause shadow flicker, which could have an adverse impact and cause danger to motorists travelling on the A39. This is an extremely busy commuter road into Truro and will cause distraction, especially the turbine that is less than 120m from the bypass; which is against the recommended topple distance. 

The shadow flicker will also affect properties north of the site causing an adverse impact on the residential amenity.

This would be contrary to Policy 13C Local Plan 

· NOISE – The noise of the turbines due to the proximity to residential dwellings would cause a significant adverse effect on residents and a significant adverse effect on the recreational amenity. We understand that Sound Pressure Levels are dependant on wind speed and direction, the turbines will not be on level ground and this could cause additional noise. There are 1500 adults/children who live within less that 2km from the furthest turbine.

This would be contrary to Policy 13B Local Plan. We note that the Noise Assessments were all carried out on working farms, where there is always a high background noise. We would like to request that an independent noise assessment is carried out. 

· PHOTOMONTAGES – We note that there are not any photomontages showing the village setting; in the foreground of the turbines. This is an important aspect that has been missed and we feel that it is important that Cornwall Council request these images before determining the application. There are at two positions that are well used by the public, these are the A39 facing north before the junction into the village (Truro side), where you would be able to see the turbines behind the village setting and from Trispen Hill near to the local Post Office, facing north. 

· CRICKET GROUND AND RECREATIONAL FACILITIES- Although the two turbines to the east have been removed we have received concerns from St Erme Cricket Club. Their concerns are adverse visual impact and loss of visual amenity. They also have strong concerns over safety and distraction to bowlers and fielders; as two of the turbines will be seen above the tree line. The club has been established for 31 years and it would be a huge loss to the community if they had to relocate. 
This would also affect the viability of the new Sports and Community Centre which has recently been opened by the St Erme Playing Field Trust; which consists of £180,000.00 of volunteer labour from parishioners, £40,000 from local businesses and has cost in the region of £450,000 to build. After a public meeting parishioners supported the parish council in taking out a loan from the PWLB of £80,000 over 15 years towards this facility; which is also highlighted in the St Erme Parish Plan. This application could seriously affect the viability of this building and community spirit.

The field also hosts the Annual Fun Fest which is held over three days every July. The cricket club consists of 2 adult, 4 youth teams and youth coaching; there are also three football teams who play on this ground and the local school use the ground for cricket tournaments. This is a well used recreational facility and is also regularly used by walkers and families for recreation purposes other than Cricket and Football. We feel that it is important that this open recreational facility is kept, as it is an important community amenity.

The Planning Inspectorate concluded that the proposal would have a potential harmful effect upon Castle Field and the Cricket Club.
· WATER SUPPLIES/BORE HOLES – There are a number of concerns over Water Bore Holes and the possibility of contaminated drinking water; which we feel needs further investigation by Cornwall Council prior to determination.

· COMMUNITY CONSULTATION – Although Coronation Power held a two day event in October 2008 with their original application, there has been very little community involvement, consultation and information from Coronation Power. We have found their approach arrogant and not very forthcoming or informative. We feel that they are not very professional and do not care to work with the community on this application. We note that with Renewable Energy it states that it is important to work with the community, we feel strongly that they have not done this. There is no community benefit or gain for St Erme

We do not feel that the removal of the two turbines to the east would overcome the issues that the turbines would have on the recreational facilities at Castle Field; as at least two of the remaining turbines will still be visually overbearing and effect the viability of the new Community/Sports Centre.

The new Localism Bill states that the views of communities should be listened to and taken into account. 

SIGNED                                                      CHAIRMAN                                           DATED
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