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The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 13th July 2009 at St Erme Village Hall
Those present:

Cllr Trethewey (Chairman), Cllr Light (Vice-chairman), Cllr Quee, Cllr Jones and Cllr Bunt

In attendance:

Mrs Sally Trethewey (clerk)
70/09 To accept apologies
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Eathorne-Gibbons (County Councillor) and PC Dave Hargreaves
71/09 Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda

       a) Councillors to disclose any declarations of interests on any agenda items
Cllr Trethewey declared a personal and prejudicial interest on agenda item:

11) To update and discuss loan arrangements for borrowing £80,000 for the Sports/Community Centre

Cllr Bunt declared a personal interest on agenda item:
11) To update and discuss loan arrangements for borrowing £80,000 for the Sports/Community Centre
Both councillors signed the declarations of interest file.
       b) Councillors to disclose declarations of any gifts over £25.00
There were no gifts over the value of £25.00 declared
Public Participation (15 minutes)

The public are given 15 minutes to discuss any item on the agenda or any other matter, after this period the members of the public may stay at the meeting but will not be able to comment or participate. 

Any member of the council who will be declaring a prejudicial interest on any business to be transacted in the meeting, has the same rights as members of the public to speak on this issue, the member will then be required to leave the room before the main discussion and vote as paragraph 12(2) of the Code of Conduct adopted by the council
There were no members of the public present
72/09 To receive and approve the minutes previously circulated for the extraordinary meeting held on
         Monday 15th June 2009 
The minutes previously circulated were agreed and it was 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the extraordinary meeting held on Monday 15th June 2009 be agreed as a true record and duly signed
73/09 To consider any planning applications received up to the date of the meeting:-
PA30/0890/09/R, Mr David Hardie, Fourwinds, Zelah, Nr Truro

                          Demolition of existing bungalow and development of two-storey dwelling with garage and

                          Landscaping

This application was discussed and it was agreed to approve this application with the following conditions:
· That the property will not be used as a holiday let, due to the visibility and busy entrance onto the A30.

· That if there are any changes to the application and materials used, the council request that it comes back for further consultation
    b) Update on planning issues:

· Update on APP/D0840/A/09/2103026/NWF, Carland Cross Windfarm
The council had been notified that this Appeal had now changed to an Informal Hearing which will take place on 14th October 2009, and is expected to last for two days.
· Minutes of Cornwall Council Planning Liaison Group
The minutes of the Liaison Group had been read and it was agreed that everyone was happy with how this Planning Group was progressing and had no questions to put forward this time.

The clerk had received a number of e-mails regarding this group from other council’s; who had concerns that Quality Status council’s were being favoured, and that non-quality status groups should be able to be part of the group.

The members felt that the planning liaison group was a step in the right direction and that by the group providing the minutes to all parish council’s including the ones who aren’t members of the Cornwall Association of Local Council’s; they were providing an opportunity for any council to write to the group with any ideas, questions or concerns. It was agreed for the clerk to write to Sarah Mason Chief Executive of the Cornwall Association of Local Council’s with the council’s support of the group and their work.
· Update on EA30/0377/09/M, Truthan Windfarm
The Planning Officer had not made his decision on this application; it was agreed for the clerk to notify all members of the decision and the date that the application goes to full committee, so members could attend if they wish.
74/09 To receive Police Report
PC Hargreaves was not present but he had informed Cllr Trethewey that there had only been one crime reported during the month.

Year 6 had painted the outside of the Bus Shelter at Eglos Road and had planted some plants in the flower beds by the Football Field which were donated by the St Erme Community Enhancement Group
75/09 Councillors to discuss any matters with County Councillor if present
Cllr Eathorne –Gibbons had given his apologies
76/09 Clerks Update and Report 
· The clerk had received an e-mail from Des Mennear stating that Cornwall Council has said that they will not be resurfacing the A39 to reduce the noise as they have no money in their budget, as previously stated by them.
  Des also e-mailed to thank the members of the council and to inform them that he had not been re-elected as

     our County Councillor and wished the council all he best.

· The clerk had informed the members; of the council’s password to the Cornwall Association of Local Council’s website where they can obtain useful information.
· The clerk had received notification from the Electoral Services that a new member could now be co-opted to replace the vacancy. There were now two vacancies on the council and it was agreed for the clerk to advertise in the usual way, and if this is not successful it was agreed to hold an information event at the scheduled ‘Open Surgery’ in September. The clerk will advertise this where members of the public can come along and ask any questions and obtain information on what the role involves.
· The next ‘Open Surgery’ is on 18th July and Cllr Jones had agreed to swap with Cllr Light who will now attend the September surgery
· The clerk had received a phone call from a resident who was complaining about the development site at Trispen Hill which was looking very untidy. As the clerk has had no success with the owner of the land; it was agreed to ask Cllr Eathorne – Gibbons to look into this to see if there is any action that can be taken.
· The St Erme Cricket Club had informed the clerk that their next meeting will be on Thursday 13th August 2009 at the Clock & Key at 8.00pm. Cllr Light agreed to attend this meeting and the clerk will forward the agenda when received.
· The clerk had organised the Weed Ripper to remove the weeds as they have now been sprayed. Southwest Sweepers informed the clerk that they would now have to charge for tipping. It was agreed that the additional cost of up to £100.00 would be able to be paid.
77/09  Accounts: 

           Cheques signed during the month as agreed:

           Chq No 840: SLCC (Annual Subscription) = £117.00
           Chq No 841 & 842: Gross Salaries = £1190.83
           Chq No 843: Post Office Ltd (Inland Revenue Payment) = £436.52
           Chq No 844: Playsafety Ltd (Annual Play Equipment Inspection) = £72.45

           Chq No 845: Steve Murley (Grass Maintenance) = £448.00

           Cheques to be agreed and signed:

           Chq No 846: Mrs S Trethewey Expenses 
                              (Home Allowance £5.00 + BT Phone £17.24 + Bin Bags £5.99) = £28.23
           Chq No 847: St Erme Village Hall (Hall Hire 11/05/09/ 14/05/09/& 23/05/09) = £30.00
           Chq No 848: Mr N Light (Councillor Allowances) = £44.88
           Chq No 849: Mrs S Bunt (Councillor Allowances) = £97.22

           Chq No 850: Mrs L Quee (Councillor Allowances) = £163.49

           Chq No 851: Audit Commission (External Audit Fee) = £327.75
           Chq No 852: Staples (Ink cartridges) = £35.43
The above accounts were agreed and it was 
RESOLVED for two Cllr’s to sign the cheques (between Cllr’s Jones, Bunt, Quee) witnessed by Cllr’s Trethewey and Light.

    b) Clerk to update on Bank Reconciliations and Budget Sheets 2009/2010 
The members had received copies and there were no questions. It was agreed for the clerk to transfer money from the Deposit Account to the Current Account when required.
    c) Notification of completion of the Annual Audit
The clerk informed the council that the External Audit had been carried out and there were no comments. The relevant notices and right of inspection have been displayed on the notice boards.
78/09 To receive the Play Area Safety Inspection Report for the Play Equipment at the School Playing Field 
         and agree on any remedial work required 
The members discussed the Inspection Report which has not highlighted any major problems and it was agreed to ask Mr Brunsden to carry out the remedial work on the safety surfaces and height of the Cradle Swings.
    b) To discuss and agree on a replacement Litter Bin for the School Playing Field
The current Litter Bin in the School Playing Field had been damaged and this was highlighted in the Inspection report. The members discussed the options of the types of bins, and as damage to the bins seems to be a regular occurrence it was decided to look at more robust bins, such as concrete ones. The clerk had so far only been able to find open top concrete bins and it was felt that any bin would need a lid to stop birds etc from pulling the litter out. It was agreed for the clerk to look into this further.
79/09 To receive and consider a request for a grant of £325 towards the upkeep of the Church Yard from St
         Erme Parochial Church Council

 This item was discussed and it was proposed by Cllr Quee and seconded by Cllr Bunt with all in favour and it was
RESOLVED to grant the sum of £325.00 towards the cost of the upkeep of the Church Yard.

80/09 To update and discuss loan arrangements for borrowing £80,000 for the Sports/Community Centre
Cllr Bunt had declared a personal interest on this item and Cllr Trethewey had declared a personal and prejudicial interest and left the room.

The clerk informed the council that Communities and Local Government who consider the Loan Sanction had asked if the St Erme Playing Field Trust had been successful with their funding application of £30,000 from the Links Foundation. The trust had informed the clerk that they were due to hear during the month of July.

The clerk will then notify the officer at Communities and Local Government of this out come, who will then inform the council of their decision. It was agreed that if the Loan Sanction is granted during August, the clerk will arrange a meeting to sort the details of the Loan.
Cllr Trethewey rejoined the meeting

81/09 To receive and consider a letter from St Erme with Trispen CP School regarding the School Playing
         Field  
The school had received a complaint from a resident about unreasonable behaviour in the School Playing Field and the school had asked the council for advice on the issue.

The members discussed this letter and asked the clerk to reply stating the following: 

· The members sympathise with the resident and the only advice that we could give is that any un-sociable behaviour should be reported to the police as soon as possible, as incidents are taking place.
· It is important to remember that 99% of teenagers behave appropriately and that any action that may be taken should not effect them
· To highlight that the council and PC Hargreaves have been working with the youth on projects in the parish, and the teenagers had raised money themselves for the Goal Posts in the field.
It was agreed for the clerk to copy this letter to all parties.
82/09 To receive correspondence from the North Coast Cluster Group and decide if the Council wish to be
         part of this group
This item was discussed and it was agreed that the council felt that it would not be beneficial to re-join this group at this time.
83/09 To discuss and agree to obtain three quotes for a three year contract for the existing contracts which
         Will cease in March 2010.

· Weed Treatments
· Grass Verge Maintenance

· Public Footpaths
It was agreed for the clerk to obtain at least three quotations for the above contracts, for a three year term starting from 1st April 2010, on the same terms as the current contracts.
84/09 Councillors to update on any meetings attended as representatives: 
· St Erminators Youth Group (Cllr’s Light and Trethewey)
Cllr Light informed the council that Sharon Trudgian had been employed by Young People Cornwall as a Youth Worker for the parish. Young People Cornwall had agreed that the council could pay their contribution monthly of £450.00 in arrears, instead of paying the full amount up front. It was agreed that the clerk could arrange payment each month on receipt of the invoice. Their next meeting will be on Wednesday 22nd July at the Chapel.

· St Erme Community Enhancement Group

Cllr Light reported that the Group were hoping to hold a Big Lunch event on Sunday 19th July at Trencreek Park, subject to the weather. The Best Kept Garden Competition was also being held and the winner will be announced at the Fun Day
· CALC Area Committee (Cllr Jones)
The clerk apologised for e-mailing an incorrect date of the recent meeting, which caused Cllr Jones to miss the last meeting.

· St Erme Playing Field Trust (Cllr’s Quee & Bunt)
Cllr Bunt updated the members that the Trust was in the process of obtaining quotes for the next stage, which was the Plumbing and were hoping to get the toilets ready to be used. Cllr Bunt stated that the trust was still having problems with a leaking roof, but this will hopefully be sorted soon.
85/09 To decide items for the next issue of the Village Voice
Cllr Light agreed to write the report of this meeting.

There were no other items
86/09 To put forward any agenda items for the next meeting
There were no items put forward

87/09 To agree the date of the next meeting to be held on Monday 7th September 2009 at St Erme Village
         Hall at 7.30pm
The above date and time were agreed
SIGNED                                          CHAIRMAN                                   DATED
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