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Introduction  

The Consultation Statement has been prepared to fulfil the legal obligations of the 

Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012 under Section 5(2). A Consultation Statement: 

(a) Contains details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the proposed 

neighbourhood development plan; 

(b) Explains how they were consulted; 

(c) Summarises the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted; and   

(d) Describes how these issues and concerns have been considered and, where relevant, 

addressed in the proposed neighbourhood development plan.  

This Consultation Statement summarises all the statutory and non-statutory consultation that has 

been undertaken with the community and other relevant statutory bodies and stakeholders in 

developing the St Erme Neighbourhood Development Plan. It describes how concerns have been 

addressed and what changes have been made to the final Plan as a result of the pre-submission 

consultation.  
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Aims of the Consultation  

At the beginning of the Neighbourhood Plan process, we stated that our objectives were as 

follows: 

a)  Housing Objective 

To deliver local need led housing for the parish, including sufficient affordable housing, to 

promote a sustainable and diverse community whilst maintaining and enhancing the character 

of the natural and built environment 

b)  Infrastructure Objective. 

To ensure that the utilities infrastructure in the parish is improved and taken into account; 

when any development is proposed. 

c)  Highways, Transport and Public Rights of Way (PROWS) Objective. 

     To ensure that the highways, by-ways and PROWS are adequate, with good cycle 

     and pedestrian links. New development will be required to have adequate parking 

     and good vehicle access without causing further congestion in the parish. 

 d) Community, Leisure and Amenities Objective. 

To promote a healthy community by sustaining and improving recreation and open spaces 

valued by the community, and by promoting the development of local services and community 

facilities. 

 e) Historical Objective. 

To ensure all historical features within the parish are preserved including those 

with local significance. 

  f)  Landscape Objective 

      To ensure that development does not spoil the visual and distinct rural aspect of  

      the parish and that the biodiversity and environment are preserved.     

 g) Business and Commerce 

     Commerce that fits into the rural environment should be encouraged to help 

     keep business and the community sustainable 

 h)  Renewable Energy 

      To encourage renewable energy systems to be incorporated in the build, and 

      not to detract from the landscape character or historic environment. 

 i)   Health & Social Wellbeing  

      To encourage the appropriate provision of retail, health, transport and social 

      wellbeing facilities for the parish
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Background information to the Consultation on the Neighbourhood Plan 

The Parish Council had already produced a Parish Plan in 2005 and a Village Design 

Statement in 2014 and in early 2015 decided to consult parishioners to see if there was a 

desire to move forward with a Neighbourhood Development Plan.  

A survey was delivered to every household in the parish, local organisations and known 

businesses for residents to give their views on producing a Neighbourhood Plan and to 

highlight and comment on the areas they wished to be included.  Additional surveys were 

available from the local shop, public house and the Community Centre.  

The initial survey was carried out in March 2015 (C1) and parishioners were informed via 

several methods. Posters were displayed around the parish on the councilôs 5 notice boards, 

in the shop, the Village Hall and at the Community Centre and on the St Erme Parish 

Council Website. The survey was also advertised in the St Erme Village Voice, which is a 

free community magazine which is delivered to every household in the parish. 

 
Hand delivered leaflets were distributed to all households to promote exhibitions events 

which were held on 12th March 2015, 13th March 2015 and at the Annual Parish meeting on 

16th March 2015. These were also advertised in the parish noticeboards, the St Erme 

Village Voice, the local Post Office/Stores, public house, community buildings and on the 

councilôs website.  

Responses could be returned via Trispen Post Office & Stores or direct to the Parish Clerk 

by e-mail or post. The consultation period ran from 1st March 2015 to 31st March 2015. The 

results of this survey are available to view on the councilôs website 

 
Initial Public meeting 
  
Following this survey a public meeting was held in the Village Hall, on 15th June 2015. 

Members of the Parish Council attended along with 20 parishioners. Mark OôBrien (Cornwall 

Councilôs Community Link Officer) gave a presentation on what the stages would be. 

Parishioners were asked if they would like to get involved, either as a member of the 

Steering Group, working groups or as volunteers. It was explained that the Steering Group 

would be made up of members of the Parish Council and the community. 

The Steering Group was then formed on 12th November 2015 a copy of the Steering Groups 

óTerms of Referenceô are shown in Appendix 1 
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Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Members  

 

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Members Representing 

Councillor Robert Trethewey BEM.  Chairman &  PC representative 

Councillor Phillip Jones PC representative 

Councillor Colin Pound PC representative 

Councillor Phillip Hodgkinson ( From May 2016) PC representative 

Michael Edwards Community 

Clive Grose (Until Feb 2018) Community 

Richard Kerswell Community 

Marie Wills (from May 2016) Community 

Mark Thomas (until 31st May 2016) PC representative 

Steve Michell (until 27th June 2016) Community 

Jo Pridmore (until14th March 2016) Community 

Spencer Sanford (until 5th March 2017) Community 

Sally Trethewey (Clerk) Clerk/RFO only 

  

An additional group of 20 volunteers had put their names forward to help with exhibitions, 

consultations, photography and delivering leaflets and advertising etc. 

 

Initial Meetings 

 

Mark OôBrien (Truro & Roseland Community Link Officer) and Colleen OôSullivan 

(Neighbourhood Planning Officer) attended several meetings and advised on how to 

proceed. Steering group members attended training organised by Cornwall Council and 

liaised with members of the St Clements Parish NDP Steering Group to discuss topics that 

affected both parishes. 

 

The Steering Group consulted with Nick Cahill (Historic Environment Officer at Cornwall 

Council) in May 2016 before starting the Local Landscape Character Assessment with 

assistance from Kath Statham (Landscape Architect -Cornwall Council) and Geoff Pring, 

(Independent Landscape Architect). 

 

Community consultation initial survey 

 

The initial survey carried out in March 2015 (C1) as stated above; 611 households were 

contacted plus local organisations and known businesses. 

In addition to the survey there were two exhibitions one at the Village Hall on 12th March 

2015 and the Community Centre on 13th March 2015 and there was more detail and 

speakers at the Annual Parish Meeting on the 16th March 2015. A total of 39 people 

attended these events. 

 

Community Consultation Initial Survey Results 

 

There were 125 replies received which was an 11% response rate, 122 in favour of 

producing a Neighbourhood Development Plan with 2 against and 1 left blank. The 

community felt that it was important that they had a say in the future of their parish and made 

clear their aspirations 
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. 

 

The 5 top priorities raised within the initial survey, are summarised below: 

 

¶ Housing 

The majority felt that housing should be local led for the needs of the community; with a 

good mix of properties to include affordable housing. Small developments and infill sites over 

the plan period were preferred as many felt that the village had had enough large scale 

development over the last 7 years. 

 

¶ Public Open Spaces 

It was clear that the community valued the open spaces around the parish, whether these 

were parks, sports facilities or small pockets of land. It was felt that this was key to the social 

health and wellbeing of the community. 

 

¶ Highways 

Concerns where highlighted regarding the road networks in the village and how additional 

development would impact on these. Car parking was another concern, and the impact that 

any future development would have. It was clear that residents feel that adequate car 

parking should be provided with any future development due to the rural nature of the 

village. 

 

Public Rights of Way was another key area and it became obvious that these are important 

for the community for recreational purposes and that the rural nature of these network links 

should be preserved. 

 

Safe cycling links within the community and a commuter link into Truro, was another key 

area, his has always been a high priority through consultation going back to the St Erme 

Parish Plan (2005) 

 

¶ Infrastructure 

There were concerns that the current infrastructure would not cope with further development 

i.e. sewage system, the lack of telephone and broadband/fibre optic internet connections 

and the capacity of the local school. 

 

¶ Landscape 

The landscape with in and on the edges of the built environment were highlighted especially 

the view to the north and northwest of the village and parish. It was felt that the landscape is 

key to the feel of the rural village. Natural hedgerows and fauna and flora were also 

important.  

 

These full results of this survey can be viewed on the website 

www.stermeparishcouncil.org.uk   

 

 

 

 

http://www.stermeparishcouncil.org.uk/March_2015_19461.aspx
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Public Engagement Events 

 

The public were consulted in several ways throughout the Neighbourhood Plan process 

following the initial survey and the public meeting held in June 2015. 

 

Community Consultation: 

 

1) Open Spaces (Parks/Recreation) Survey Consultation (C2):  

A consultation event was held at the St Erme Community Centre on 3rd October 2015 and 

26th May 2016 for the community to look at the parks and recreation spaces within the parish 

and parishioners were given the opportunity to comment on the areas and current play 

facilities. A number of play equipment suppliers were present and entertainment for the 

children. 

There was a good turnout with 102 people attending the first event and 66 on the second 

event. The key areas included additional play equipment, a skate park, additional sports and 

seating around the parish. 

 

2) Housing Need Survey (C6):  

This was organised through Cornwall Council, using an established system. All the 

households in the parish were invited to participate as we wanted up to date detail of the 

local housing need. The period of consultation was from 17/07/16 to 12/08/16, with the final 

report dated 8/11/16. 

The Steering Group held a stall at the village annual Fun Fest weekend in July 2016 where 

the Housing Survey was promoted and explained, together with other aspects of the NDP to 

date There was a response rate of 162, which is 27% of the 611 households in the parish 

responded.  

The Housing Needs Survey sought further response from parishioners as to their thoughts 

about the future housing requirements and the development of the village. 

 

3) Local Landscape Character Assessment Stage 1 & 2 (C3): 

We held a Public Consultation Event at the St Erme Community Centre on 24th February 

2017. At this event 136 people attended where we showed the full results of the Local 

Landscape Character Assessment, and a chance for the community to put across comments 

on the document, which included the following: 

ü Post Card Responses óLove St Ermeô Tell us where your favourite place is in the 

parish of St Erme and draw us a picture of it?(Aimed for Children) 

ü Post Card Responses óLove St Ermeô óTell us what you would hate to lose from the St 

Erme Parish landscapeô 

ü Stage 1 óComments on the Character Type Sheetsô 

ü óWhat do you value about your landscape and where is important to youô 

ü Aerial map of the Parish showing the óSettlement Edgeô ï Where would you like and 

not like to see development. 

 

4) A Questionnaire June 2017 (C4): 

This Questionnaire was delivered to every household in the parish in June 2017 to follow up 

the NDP work so far with statements highlighting the key areas gathered from the 

consultations and asked the community if they agreed. 
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There were 648 questionnaires hand delivered ï 620 to households, 16 to parish 

organisations and 12 to known businesses and we received 203 responses. Additional forms 

were available at the Trispen Post Office Stores, the Community Centre and from the Parish 

Council Website 

 

5) Traffic Survey and comments July 2017 (C5) 

At the annual village Fun Fest in July 2017 the Steering Group had a stand for parishioners 

to clarify the results from the previous consultation (C4) and to carry out a Traffic Calming 

Survey of the village. A total of 56 people attended the stand and 35 responses were made. 

The óTraffic Calmingô Survey continued to run until the 18th August 2017. 

 

6) Stands 

The Steering Group had an information / engagement stand for the Neighbourhood Plan at 

the local Village Fun Fest in July 2016, 2017 and 2018 where members of the Steering 

Group showed details of the work so far and took note of comments and feedback. 

 

5) Regular newsletters  

There have been six Neighbourhood Plan newsletters hand delivered to every household 

throughout the NDP period. These were delivered by members of the Steering Committee 

and volunteers. An update article has been in the local Village Voice on a bi-monthly basis 

which is a local magazine that is delivered free to every household. 
 

6) Public meetings 

Regular updates were given by a member of the Steering Committee at the parish councilôs 

Annual Parish Meetings and the Public Precept meetings in 2016, 2017 and 2018. 

 

7) Website and Social Media 

The St Erme Neighbourhood Plan has a dedicated section on St Erme Parish Councilôs 

website (www.stermeparishcouncil.org.uk ) and has a dedicated Facebook page, attracting 

over 100 followers and 400 views. 

 

Landowner engagement 

 

The Steering Group discussed the position regarding the main landowners of the settlement 

edge of which there are 5, two live in the parish and were fully aware of the Neighbourhood 

Plan. There were two that did not live in the parish and were owned by a corporate body and 

had been in touch with the Parish Council in recent years. Another landowner was already 

known to be engaging architects regarding planning permission and public consultations 

were underway. 

 

The Parish Council were aware that one of the landowners in the parish was looking to sell 

land for development and matters appeared to be well advanced. 

After a careful discussion it was agreed not to engage with landowners at this early stage for 

practical and ethical reasons but proceed to a Local Landscape Character Assessment and 

a Housing Survey.  

It was felt that with Planning Permission for 85 properties being requested and 58 already 

built since 2010 in addition to around 6 individual infilling sites and self builds, this was the 

best option. 

http://www.stermeparishcouncil.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/StErmeNeighbourhoodPlan/
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Strategic Environmental Assessment Screening opinion 

 

The St Erme NDP Steering Group requested that Cornwall Council screen the 

Neighbourhood Plan for Strategic Environmental Assessment and Habitat Regulations 

Assessment on 18th June 2018. 

 

Natural England, the Environment Agency and Historic England were consulted as part of 

the screening process. The screening opinion concluded that an SEA and HRA is not 

required for the Neighbourhood Plan.  

 

Pre-submission consultation (Regulation 14)  

 

The Pre-Submission consultation on the draft plan proposal was held between 15th October 

2018 and 25th November 2018. Hard copies of the Neighbourhood Plan were available to 

view at the Trispen Post Office & Stores, the St Erme Community Centre and the St Erme 

Village Hall during the six-week consultation period. The documents were available to 

download from the St Erme Parish Council website during the consultation period. We held 

two Pre-Submission consultation events one on Sunday 21st October 2018 and one 

Wednesday 24th October 2018. 

 

Main Issues and Concerns raised during the consultation  

 

Pre-Submission consultation ï Community engagement results  

We received 17 community comments forms back from members of the community the 

majority of which were very pleased with the pre-submission document and congratulated 

the Steering Group. There were no main concerns and the full comments and responses are 

set out in Appendix 5 

 

Pre-submission consultation (Regulation 14) Statutory Consultee engagement. 

We received 10 formal consultee responses which are summarised and set out in Appendix 

5.  

 

Final draft Neighbourhood Plan  

 

The St Erme NDP Steering Group has amended the draft St Erme Neighbourhood 

Development Plan from comments received during the Pre-Submission Consultation from 

statutory organisations, businesses and members of the community.  

The St Erme Council approved the draft St Erme Neighbourhood Development Plan 

proposal at their Council Meeting on 26th February 2019.  
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Appendix 1:  

St Erme NDP Steering Group ς Terms of Reference 
 

1. Purpose  
 

1.1   The main purpose of the Steering Group is to oversee the preparation of the 
Neighbourhood Plan to promote and improve the social, economic and environmental 
well-being of St Erme Parish. To ensure that all issues are addressed properly with high 
levels of community engagement in order that the plan will then progress to Independent 
Examination and a successful community referendum which will then be adopted by 
Cornwall Council 

 
      1.2   The Group will be hosted by St Erme Parish Council who is the ñQualifying Bodyò 

 
2. Key Roles  

 
2.1   To manage and co-ordinate the neighbourhood planning process for St Erme 
Parish, by ensuring that the key tasks are carried out and milestones are met  
 
2.2   To establish Project Teams (working groups) as necessary to help further the 
development of the NP  
 
2.3   Encourage and strengthen links between key organisations and ensure they are 
informed of the work of the Project Teams and progress with the Neighbourhood Plan  
 
2.4   To commission specific areas of evidence and analysis as required  
 
2.5   To provide strategic assistance and advice to the Project Teams in the production 
of the Neighbourhood Plan  
 
2.6   Present regular reports to the parish council on progress  
 
2.7   To promote the objectives of the Neighbourhood Plan for St Erme Parish  
 
2.8   To prepare a final draft plan for approval by the Parish Council prior to submission 
to the local planning authority for independent examination  
 
2.9   To act as the public face and principal contacts with the local community for the 
Neighbourhood Plan.  
 
3. Aims  

 
3.1   To prepare a draft NP that reflects the wishes and aspirations of the local 

community  
 
3.2   To ensure the draft NP meets the basic conditions as laid down in the legislation  

 
3.3   To bring together appropriate local expertise and facilitate joint community working 
in developing the Neighbourhood Plan for St Erme Parish  
 
3.4   To assist and help facilitate discussions with relevant and interested groups in the 
community to promote active involvement in the Neighbourhood Planning process  
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3.5   To consult widely and provide regular opportunity for the whole community to 
participate in the neighbourhood planning process and influence the composition of the 
draft final plan  
 
3.6   To ensure the views and strategies of stakeholders, service agencies and other 
interested bodies are sought out and taken into account 
 
3.7   To work to an agreed project plan and timetable and within the budget approved by 
the parish council 

 
4.   Relationship to Other Groups  

 
4.1   The Steering Group will oversee the Project Teams which provide operational 
expertise, suggest actions and refer items of importance to be discussed by the Steering 
Group  
 
4.2   The Steering Group will provide updates when and as necessary to St Erme Parish 
Council 

 
5. Meetings  

 
5.1   The Steering Group will meet at least monthly, and more frequently if required  
 
5.2   Meetings of the Steering Group may also be attended by at least one representative 
of each active Project Team, and any other relevant person/s or community 
representatives may be invited to attend. Minutes of meetings will be available for 
inspection on the Parish Council website  

 
5.3   The Steering Group shall be quorate when at least one third of the members attend.  

 
6. Membership  

 
       6.1   The job of the Steering Group is to oversee and deliver the Plan, while ensuring 
       that the wishes of the community are met. The Steering Group will meet every month 
       until the Plan is approved by referendum.  
 
       6.2   In order to balance the various interests in the community, the Steering Group will  
       be composed of people with an interest in the Parish (see below), elected Parish  
       Councillors and the Parish Clerk (as a non-voting advisor).  
 

6.3   Membership criteria will mean any resident, business, landowner, group, society 
and organisation within the parish area. 

 
6.4   St Erme Parish Council will appoint 4 members one of which will be the Chair of the 
Steering Group and a Vice-Chair will also be appointed. 
 
6.5   Membership will be open to up to 5 further independent candidates which will be 
appointed from the community.  
 
6.6   The Steering Group may appoint an additional three members 

 
6.7   The clerk to St Erme Parish Council will take notes/minutes from the meetings, 
record main decisions and action points; and make available to the public these and any 
other relevant information as appropriate. The clerk will not be a voting member. 
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7. Affiliations, Interests and Contributions  

 
7.1    The Steering Group shall not be affiliated to any political party. Cornwall Council 
Officers and Councillors, as well as other agencies appointed by the council to support 
the process cannot be voting members of the Steering Group, but are able to attend 
meetings and contribute to the discussions as required. 
 
7.2   All members of the Steering Group must declare any personal interest that may be 
perceived as being relevant to a decision of the group. This may include membership of 
an organisation, ownership of land or a business, or any other matter that may be 
considered to be relevant  

 
7.3    Organisations and businesses may assist in the production of the Neighbourhood 
Plan and may contribute to the cost of producing it. Details of any donations or 
assistance must be made publicly available and must not be seen to alter the direction of 
the plan 
 
8.  Changes to the Terms of Reference 

8.1   Any amendments to the Terms of Reference may be made at a Steering Group 

meeting and agreed by the majority of the Steering Group members. Amendments to be 

notified to St Erme Parish Council 

9.    Dissolution of the Group 

9.1   The members will agree by a majority vote at a Steering Group meeting, to call a 

Special General Meeting for the sole purpose to dissolve the group. 

 

These Terms of Reference have been adopted by St Erme Parish Council  
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Appendix 2:  

Questionnaire/Surveys 

Survey March 2015 (C1) ï View full survey and results here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stermeparishcouncil.org.uk/March_2015_19461.aspx
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Open Space Survey (C2) ï View full survey and results here 

     

 

http://www.stermeparishcouncil.org.uk/Open_Space_19462.aspx
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 St Erme LLCA Stage 1 (C3) ï View full survey and results here  

                                                                                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stermeparishcouncil.org.uk/LLCA_19465.aspx
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St Erme LLCA Stage 2 (C3) ï View full survey and results here    

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stermeparishcouncil.org.uk/LLCA_19465.aspx
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Questionnaire June 2017 (C4) ï View full survey and results here 

 

http://www.stermeparishcouncil.org.uk/June_2017_19464.aspx
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Traffic Calming Survey (C5) - View full survey and results here 

  

http://www.stermeparishcouncil.org.uk/Fun_Day_19466.aspx
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Housing Needs Survey (C6) - View full survey and results here 

 

 

  

http://www.stermeparishcouncil.org.uk/Housing_Needs_Survey_19463.aspx
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Appendix 3:  

A copy of posters, newsletters, leaflets distributed during the 

consultation process  

C1 ï Survey & Exhibitions   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C2 Open Spaces Consultation  Poster  
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Letters to Parish Organisations / Local Businesses  
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C3 Local Landscape Character Assessment Poster (LLCA)  
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LLCA Leaflet  
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 C4 Questionnaire Poster / Leaflet  
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C5 Consultation  Fun Day 2017 -  Posters  
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C6 Housing Needs Survey ï Poster  
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Housing Needs  Survey  ï Letter  
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Pre Submission Consultation Posters/Leaflets /Letter  
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