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Clerk to the Parish Council 
Sally Trethewey,  

1 Forestry House, St Erme, Truro 
Cornwall, TR4 9BW 

 
Tel. 07525130663 

Email : clerk@stermeparishcouncil.org.uk  
Website: www.stermeparishcouncil.org.uk 

 

St Erme Parish 

Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3rd June 2020 
 

REPORT 
 

Please see below the report in relation to the remote meeting of St Erme Parish 
Council to be held on Tuesday 9th June 2020. 
 
The press and members of the public are able to view the agenda and this report on 
the council’s website at www.stermeparishcouncil.org.uk and forward any views or 
comments to be considered by e-mail to clerk@stermeparishcouncl.org.uk by 
12.00noon on Tuesday 9th June 2020. 
 
If you would like to join the remote meeting via Zoom, please request the link from 
the clerk before the deadline above. 
 
This meeting has been advertised as a public meeting and as such could be 
filmed or recorded by broadcasters, the media or members of the public. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:clerk@stermeparishcouncil.org.uk
http://www.stermeparishcouncil.org.uk/
mailto:clerk@stermeparishcouncl.org.uk
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Agenda Item 4 
 
4)   To approve the following minutes of remote / full council meetings held: 

 Minutes of the full council meeting held on 3rd March 2020 

 Minutes of the remote extraordinary meeting held on 27th March 2020 

 Minutes of the remote extraordinary meeting held on 5th May 2020 
 
Please see a copy of the draft minutes on the council’s website at 
www.stermeparishcouncil.org.uk  
 
 
Public Participation (15 minutes) 
      The public are given 15 minutes to discuss any item on the agenda, each 
       member of the public can speak for 3 minutes after this period the members of  
       the public may stay at the meeting but will not be able to comment or participate. 
 

http://www.stermeparishcouncil.org.uk/
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Agenda Item 6(a)  
 
Finance: 
a) To receive the previously agreed ‘Statement of Accounts for May 2020’ 
The accounts previously agreed for payment are as follows: 
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Agenda Item 6(b) 
 
b) To receive and approve the inventory and asset register of council 
            property for 1st April 2019 to 31st March 2020 
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Agenda Item 6(c) 
 
(c)     To receive and approve the financial statement and end of year accounts 
          for year ending 31st  March 2020 

 
 

Bank Reconciliation 31st March 2020

C/A D\A

Opening Balance 26,350.50£  26,895.20£ 

O/S Cheques 1,399.55-£    -£            

24,950.95£  26,895.20£ 51,846.15£  

Income C/A D/A

Footpaths Grant 566.93£       

Bank Interest 13.42£ 

Street Cleaning Grant 3,768.46£    

CC Grass Maintenance Grant 101.07£       

Precept 33,720.00£  

Precept Grant 930.96£       

VAT Returns 1,106.88£    

TOTAL 40,194.30£  13.42£ 40,194.30£  13.42£        

65,145.25£  26,908.62£ 92,053.87£  

Expenditure

Clerks Salary/Inland Revenue 10,935.60£  

Hall Hire 240.00£       

Administration 2,296.73£    

Subscriptions 795.52£       

Insurances 779.50£       

Audit Fees 525.00£       

Councillor Allowances 28.73£         

Chairmans Fund 40.00£         

Loan Repayments 6,350.79£    

Election Expenses -£             

Office Equipment 294.57£       

Misc / Repairs 228.81£       

Play Ground Equipment 358.05£       

Neighbourhood Plan 520.00£       

Books/Training 97.30£         

S137 1,731.00£    

Grants 1,900.00£    

Tree Works -£             

Transfer Open Space -£             

K6 Kiosk -£             

Noticeboards 1,200.00£    

Litterbin 399.95£       

PROWS Signage 102.00£       

Community Benefits Monies 7,165.00£    

Street Cleaning 120.57£       

Salary 4,130.88£    

Weed Maintenance 990.00£       

Grass Verges 2,210.00£    

Dog Bin Emptying 35.63£         

Weed Riper/Sweeper 495.00£       

Footpath Maintenance 985.00£       

VAT 1,047.23£    

TOTAL 46,002.86£  46,002.86-£  

Bank Transfers

19,142.39£  26,908.62£ 46,051.01£  

19,142.39£  26,908.62£ 46,051.01£  

Bank Reconciliation 31st March 2020 Outstanding Chqs St Erme Parish Council

D/A 26,908.62£   SIGNED AS A TRUE RECORD

C/A 20,980.78£  Chq No 2141 St Erme Parish Post 200.00£       Clerk/RFO

47,889.40£  Chq No 2142 St Erme Playing Fields Ltd 30.00£         Print S Trethewey

O/S Cheques 1,838.39-£    Chq No 2143 St Erme Parish Post 500.00£       Date

46,051.01£  Chq No 2144 Sowenna 50.00£          

Chq No 2145 St John Ambulance 50.00£         Councillor

Chq No 2147 Tanyas Courage Trust 50.00£         Print

 Chq No 2150 St Erme School PTA 400.00£       Date

Chq No 2151 St Erme Playing Field Trust 400.00£       

Chq No 2155 HMRC 158.39£       

Total 1,838.39£    
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Agenda Item 6(d) 
 
(d)     To receive the ‘Internal Examination of the Council’s Procedure’s’ for  
          year ending 31st March 2020 
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Agenda Item 6(e) 
 
e)   To agree and answer each Section of the Annual Governance Statement for 
       year ending 31st March 2020 
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Agenda Item 6(f) 
 
f)   To receive, approve and sign the Statement of Accounts for the Annual 
      Audit Return for year ending 31st March 2020 
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Agenda Item 6(g) 
g)   To receive and approve the council’s Annual Report for year ending 2020 and arrange 
       printing 
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Agenda Item 7 
 
7)   To update and consider the council’s Microsoft Office software to Office 365 Business 
 
It was previously agreed in the last financial year to update the council Microsoft Office Professional 
2010 software to Microsoft Office 365 Business. 
 
As yet we have not updated this software, the current support for Microsoft Office Professional 2010 
ends on the 13

th
 October 2020. 

 
The cost of Microsoft Office 365 Business is £9.40 per month which can be paid by direct debit 
monthly or annually. This is an annual commitment. 
 
“Resolve to purchase Microsoft Office 365 Business Standard by monthly direct debit at a cost of 
£9.40 per month” 
 

 
Agenda Item 8 
 
8)   To receive the external play equipment annual inspection reports and address any issues 
      highlighted 
 
St Erme Community Sports Field: 
 
Toddler equipment: Low risk remedial task required 
 
Gym equipment: Low risk remedial task required 
 
All items comply with appropriate standards 
 
School Playing Field: 
 
Junior Play Equipment: Low to medium risk, remedial tasks required. 
 
Options to consider: 
 

 There are no high risk so no urgent works required 

 Equipment currently not in use and relevant signage is in place regarding government 
guidelines on the COVID 19 pandemic. 

 Ideal time to carry out maintenance and remedial tasks 

 Ask for quotations to carry out works 

 
All items comply with appropriate standards 
 
 

Agenda Item 9 
 
9)   To ratify and formally agree the council’s decisions on the consultee responses to 
       planning applications received in-line with the council’s ‘Temporary Planning Application 
       Protocol’ procedures.  

 
 Applications that have been responded to under the council’s Temporary Planning Application 
 Protocol’ procedures are as follows: 
 

 PA20/01477: Laurel Cottage, St Erme- Proposed dwelling on land adjacent to Laurel 
Cottage 
St Erme Parish Council objects to the application for the following reasons: 

1) The proposed dwelling is too large and would be over development of the site. 

2) The proposed dwelling is too close to properties behind in Polisken Way and would cause an 
unacceptable loss of light and overshadowing to  27 Polisken Way. Due to the current position of 29 
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Polisken Way in relation to 27 Polisken Way, the proposals would have an overbearing and 
dominating impact making an enclosed feel to 27 Polisken Way. 
 
We note that the proposals have obscure glass to the south elevation but this does not help the loss 
of light and overbearing nature of the development. 

The proposals are against 'Policy 1 of St Erme Neighbourhood Development Plan' as the scale and 
mass of the proposed building is not appropriate in size and scale to the immediate locality and will 
have an unacceptable impact on the properties behind at Polisken Way. 

3) We note that there is a garage and off street parking which is important for this location. 
Restrictions would need to be in place to prevent the garage being changed into part of the main 
living area. The proposed lounge is quite small for the size of dwelling and the garage should not be 
utilised into living space. 

'Due to the restrictions placed on the council as a result of the pandemic Coronavirus, this response 
represents the opinion of members of St Erme Parish Council identified through a consultation 
process and will be ratified at the next appropriate meeting of the council.' 

 

 PA20/01593, Ventonteague Barns: Variation of condition 6 to allow use of brazillan 
graphite   slate and dry ridge fixing system (retrospective) in respect of decision notice 
PA18/09804 

St Erme Parish Council supports this application with no recommendations. 
‘Due to the restrictions placed on the council as a result of the pandemic Coronavirus, this response 
represents the opinion of members of St Erme Parish Council identified through a consultation 
process and will be ratified at the next appropriate meeting of the council’. 
 

 PA20/03502: 70 Polisken Way St Erme TR4 9RG: Change of use to B1(c) for a small 
scale dental laboratory in existing outbuilding with no structural changes to the 
building 

"St Erme Parish Council supports this application with a recommendation that there are conditions on 
the times of work and vehicles movements due to the area being in a  built up residential cul de sac 
and that the applicants driveway is a shared driveway with the neighbouring property" 
‘Due to the restrictions placed on the council as a result of the pandemic Coronavirus, this response 
represents the opinion of members of St Erme Parish Council identified through a consultation 
process and will be ratified at the next appropriate meeting of the council.’ 
 

 PA20/03700: Lea-Vu, St Erme, Truro:  
Construction of rear single storey extension and front entrance porch with ramped 
access pathway. Refurbishment of house including new cladding and render to 
elevations and replacement of rainwater goods, doors and windows. Alterations to 
detached garage including replacement of mono-pitched roof with pitched roof and 
installation of new cladding and render to elevations 

St Erme Parish Council supports this application with no recommendations. 
There was no information submitted with the plans regarding soak-a-ways for the new style roof of the 
garage and the extension and trust that this is in hand. 
The application meets the requirements of the St Erme Neighbourhood Development Plan - Policy 3 
Design. 
‘Due to the restrictions placed on the council as a result of the pandemic Coronavirus, this response 
represents the opinion of members of St Erme Parish Council identified through a consultation 
process and will be ratified at the next appropriate meeting of the council’. 
 

 PA19/09856 - Land SW of Pengelly Farm, St Erme, Truro, TR4 9BG 
Retention of summerhouse and two ponds, construction of wedding venue and 
function building, provision of vehicular parking area, change of use of agricultural 
land to wedding/function venue. 

 
St Erme Parish council’s supports this application with the following recommendations: 
 
1) A ‘Traffic Management Plan’ should be put in place for construction and for the venue once up and 
running to make sure there is minimal traffic along the rural road network. 
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2) The provision of landscaping and natural hedgerows will help soften the entrance and the changes 
to the landscape and environment. 
 
3) The the renewable energy features need to be a condition of the approval. 
 
We are happy that with the conditions above and response to the initial areas highlighted in the 
previous consultation; that our concerns have been addressed and that the application meets the 
following policies of the St Erme Neighbourhood Development Plan (Policies 5, 9, 10 & 11). 
 
'Due to the restrictions placed on the council as a result of the pandemic Coronavirus, this response 
represents the opinion of members of St Erme Parish Council identified through a consultation 
process and will be ratified at the next appropriate meeting of the council.' 
 

Under Cornwall Council’s Planning Protocols we agreed to Option 1.  Agree with the officer’s 
recommendation 
 
 

Agenda Item 10 
 
10)  To receive the Truro & the Roseland Highways Options for prioritisation of the remaining 
        funding and respond with the council’s preferred approach between ‘Option 1, 2 or 3’ and 
        any comments 
 
We need to consider the three available options available to the network areas as a whole and agree 
to allocate an amount from our highways budget to offset the difference in cost if applicable. 
 
We have set aside £7,000 in the budget for the CNA Highways Scheme, which includes monies 
towards the bespoke signage and information/advice leafets on highway safety. 
 
 

Agenda Item 11 
 
11)  To update on the community’s response to COVID 19 and respond to the Truro &  
        Roseland Community Network panel on the Parishes' initial thoughts on moving towards 
        recovery. 
 
The clerk to update on the community’s response to COVID 19 
 
Members initial thoughts to feedback on help that may be required in the recovery process 
 

Agenda Item 12 
 
12) To consider in principle of the parish council taking on the maintenance of the seven 
       heritage interpretation boards as part of the A30 works at Carland Cross 
 
We have been approached by Highways England following their successful planning application for 
the environment and heritage bridge over the A39; to take over the maintenance costs of the seven 
heritage interpretation boards. The boards will be located near Carland Cross in a Conwell Council 
car park at the stat of the trail down to and including the entrance to the new bridge. 
 
You need to agree or disagree in principle that St Erme Parish Council are interested in taking this 
maintenance and associated costs on in the future.  
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PART 2 

 
Pursuant to section 1(2) of Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it is resolved that, 
because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and the press 
leave the meeting during consideration of the following agenda items 

 

Agenda Item 13 & 14 
 
The public are able to re-join the meeting for the final agenda item: 
 

Agenda Item 15 
 
15) The date and time of the next remote meeting will be arranged when required and the 
       agenda will be displayed on the council’s website three clear days before the date of the 
       meeting 
Meetings will take place as required during the current COVID 19 Pandemic situation and remote 
meetings will be called when required. All agendas of meetings will be displayed on the council’s 
website three clear days before the date of the meeting. 
 
 
 
 
END OF REPORT 


